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SUBJECT:  A motion urging the Washington state Legislature to enact the Washington Voting Rights Act of 2012.

SUMMARY:
The proposed motion is a policy statement that if approved, would urge the Washington State legislature to enact the Voting Rights Act of 2012.
BACKGROUND:
In 1965 Congress passed the federal Voting Rights Act (VRA). Congress extended the act in 1970, 1975, 1982 and 2006. The primary purposes of the act are to ensure that defined protected classes, largely persons of color, are allowed free access to vote and to ensure that voting and electoral processes do not dilute the voting power of minorities or prevent minorities from holding office. 
In 2002 the State of California enacted its own Voting Rights Act. Now a similar proposed law has been introduced in the Washington State Senate (Senate Bill 6381) and the House of Representatives (House Bill 2612). One stated purpose of having a state voting rights act is to reduce the long wait times and costs associated with pursuing a law suit under the federal Voting Rights Act. 
ANALYSIS:

The proposed motion is a clear policy decision to support the pending Voting Rights Act in the state legislature. Attached to this staff report are the Senate and House bills, along with their legislative reports. At their core, the federal and proposed state voting rights acts help empower protected classes, such as racial and ethnic minorities, to elect representatives from their groups when there is a clear difference in voting preferences between the minority and the majority voters. Such a difference in voting preferences is called “polarized voting”. 

An example of such a situation would be a city that elects all of its city council members as “at large” positions. If there was a sizeable minority population in the city, with very different voting preferences for candidates, that could be demonstrated by statistically valid analysis, such a city could be sued to employ a different voting system, such as electing city council members by district rather than at large.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0069
2. House Bill 2612 and House Bill Report on HB 2612
3. Senate Bill 6381 and Senate Bill Report on SB 6381
