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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	8
	Name:
	Terra Rose

	Proposed No.:
	2021-0012
	Date:
	March 17, 2021



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2021-0012 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Taylor Atkinson, who resides in Council District 8, to the King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee as a citizen representative, for a term to expire on September 30, 2023.

BACKGROUND

State law (R.C.W. 70.95.165) requires each county to establish a local solid waste advisory committee to assist in the development of programs and policies concerning solid waste handling and disposal, and to review and comment upon proposed rules, policies, or ordinances prior to adoption.

The King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) was established in 1984 (K.C.C. 10.28) to advise and make recommendations to the County Executive and the Council relating to:  

· All aspects of solid waste management planning;
· The development of programs and policies concerning solid waste management; 
· Solid waste management rules, policies or ordinances prior to their adoption; and
· The development of programs and policies that will establish, enhance and assure utilization of methods for reusing materials which would otherwise be disposed, and in particular to promote use of products manufactured from recycled materials. 

The SWAC is composed of at least nine and not more than 20 members. Membership is comprised of interested citizens, local elected officials, and representatives from public interest groups, businesses, the waste management industry, the recycling industry, manufacturers located in King County, and marketing and education interests. King County Code requires that members shall include one representative from each of the two bargaining units representing the greatest number of Solid Waste Division employees, as well as at least one representative who resides within a mile of the property boundaries of the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. 

Nominees are appointed by the Executive and subject to confirmation by the Council. Members serve a term of three years or until their successor is appointed and confirmed. Vacancies are filled for the remainder of the term of the vacant position.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Taylor Atkinson is the owner and operator of Atwil Design, which is a real estate staging company. Ms. Atkinson's application notes that she is passionate about zero waste, highlighting that she runs a zero waste household and a business with zero waste at the forefront of its vision. According to her application, she also serves on the board of the Real Estate Staging Association and has used her platform to bring to light the inherent waste in the industry and taught other members how to reduce their waste. Ms. Atkinson also is a member of People for Climate Action of Burien.
	
ANALYSIS

Staff have not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of King County Code and state law.

INVITED 

· Taylor Atkinson, Appointee to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
· Pat McLaughlin, Director, Solid Waste Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0012
2. Transmittal Letter 
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