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	KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

2012 (FY 2013) FEDERAL AGENDA



King County’s top federal priorities represent a commitment to meeting the most critical needs of its residents despite ongoing challenges. These priorities protect essential functions and infrastructure, continue our many areas of innovation, and make King County a thriving hub of economic development and job creation. King County’s Strategic Plan is the foundation for these federal goals and objectives.

Justice and Safety: Support safe communities and accessible justice systems for all.
King County supports a fair and accessible law and justice system that keeps people safe in their homes and communities.
Spectrum:  Protect federally-permitted county investments in radio and other narrowband spectrum.
Justice:  King County seeks resources to protect and support our children through tools like Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants, juvenile connections and mentoring like the LEAP Program, and School Resource Officers, child support enforcement, and grants for gang interdiction. We support legislation providing for continuation of federal benefits for qualifying mentally ill adult and juvenile inmates and detainees through the Inmates with Mental Illness Treatment and Public Safety Act.
Health and Human Potential: Provide equitable opportunities for all individuals to realize their full potential. We believe in preserving a safety net of basic services for our residents in health, housing, and human services.

Housing: King County supports services critical to maintaining housing stability and preventing homelessness, including Community Development Block Grants, McKinney Homeless Assistance Grants, HOME Investments, Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing, and the National Housing Trust Fund.
Health:  King County supports the implementation of the Affordable Care Act and preservation of the Public Health and Prevention Fund. We seek to protect Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) for Medicaid & social services.

Employment: King County supports employment programs like those in the Workforce Investment Act, as well as programs for developmentally disabled.
Economic Growth and Built Environment: Encourage a growing and diverse King County economy and vibrant, thriving and sustainable communities.

Transportation: Robust, multimodal mobility through a surface transportation reauthorization bill with both directly distributed and competitive federal funds is critical to the economic growth and community livability of the County. The County continues its commitment to and support for funding to preserve aging roadway infrastructure, maintain existing transit mobility while growing bus rapid transit systems, and develop essential non-motorized transportation connections such as the eastside rail corridor.
Levees:  We continue to seek a holistic approach to floodplain management and levee maintenance. 

Aerospace: King County’s civic, industry, and education leaders must assure the long-term vitality, growth, and global competitiveness of the aerospace industry –a major source of family-wage jobs for the County. Workforce training and government policies that allow aerospace companies, their suppliers, and their employees to thrive are imperative. The federal government is a critical partner in realizing our aerospace future, and the benefits aerospace provides the nation for its positive impacts on trade and balance of payments.
Environmental Sustainability: Safeguard and enhance King County’s natural resources and environment.

Environment:  We support responsible and innovative stewardship of our watersheds, the Puget Sound, and our other natural resources. King County supports federal investments in cost-effective approaches for retrofitting stormwater and septic facilities, and reducing Combined Sewer Overflows. In collaboration with our partners, we support an approach to the Lower Duwamish Cleanup that reduces human health risks as quickly as possible while minimizing construction impacts on local neighborhoods, human health, and economic development. We support resources for salmon recovery efforts like the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration and Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Programs. We support ongoing federal assistance for local governments to retrofit public facilities for greater energy efficiency.
Contact: Genesee Adkins, Director of Government Relations       206-790-9168       genesee.adkins@kingcounty.gov
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