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Revised Staff Report

On September 15, 2009 Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2009-0511, passed out of the General Government and Accountability Committee with no recommendation. The vote was 3 ayes and 1 no. The committee adopted an amendment to further define the term “non-profit” as it is used in this ordinance.
SUBJECT

An Ordinance facilitating the transfer of animals from the animal care and control section to rescue organizations; and adding a section to K.C.C. Chapter 11.04. 

SUMMARY

The attached ordinance establishes policies for the transfer of animals from King County Animal Care and Control to rescue organizations. 
BACKGROUND

The Role of Rescue Organizations for King County Animal Care and Control

Partnerships with animal rescue groups are critical to reducing the animal care and control section's euthanasia rate. In transferring animals from King County animal shelters, animal rescue organizations reduce overcrowding at King County animal shelters and help animals find permanent homes. According to the King County Animal Care and Control Program Report, in 2008 there were one thousand five hundred nineteen transfers to rescue groups from the animal care and control section.

Prior to the drafting of this legislation, King County Animal Care and Control did not have clear written policies on animal transfers to rescue organizations. 
ANALYSIS

Key Requirements of Proposed Ordinance 

The proposed ordinance establishes policies related to the transfer of adoptable animals from KCACC to rescue organizations. The intent of these policies is to facilitate the transfer of animals from King County Animal Care and Control to animal rescue organizations. 
· Requires KCACC to work to establish transfer agreements with all rescue organizations by February 1, 2010 and to provide a monthly report to Council on progress in establishing transfer agreements. 

· Requires that effective February 1, 2010 an animal rescue organization must have a transfer agreement in place in order to receive transferred animals from KCACC. 

· Transfer agreements shall not require rescue organizations to sell pet licenses. 

· Prohibits KCACC from refusing to transfer an adoptable animal to a rescue organization unless the owner of the animal has contacted KCACC with intentions to reclaim the animal. 
· Requires KCACC to implement a process through which animal rescue organizations may report any difficulties in communicating with animal care and control section regarding the transfer of animals.
· Requires KCACC to designate a staff person and a back-up who is responsible for receiving and responding to inquiries from animal rescue organizations. KCACC is also required to designate an e-mail address for inquiries from animal organizations. 
· Requires KCACC to send a weekly e-mail update to animal rescue organizations with an inventory of adoptable animals by species, breed, and approximate age. The e-mail shall also include information on the total population and the diseases concerns in the shelter. 

Definitions

The legislation also establishes a definition for “adoptable” animal and an animal rescue organization. 

As defined in the legislation, “adoptable” means an animal that has met the legally required stray hold requirements, and is not subject to quarantine or any other legally mandated holds, whether or not the animal has been made available for adoption by animal care and control section. 
“Animal rescue organization” means a non-profit or government organization devoted to animal welfare that takes animals from the animal care and control section and seeks to find homes for those animals. 

Issues

Records and Licensing Services has reviewed the proposed legislation and has expressed concern with the requirement to provide a weekly e-mail update to animal rescue organization with an inventory of adoptable animals due to staff and system limitations. The committee may wish to seek further information from Records and Licensing Services, (RALS) on why KCACC cannot provide a listing of adoptable animals. 
RALS has also requested that the term “non-profit” on line 31 be clarified to indicate that it is a non-profit in the State of Washington. This clarification may be needed because not all rescue organizations have a federal non-profit 501c3 designation.
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