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ORDINANCES RECEIVED “DO PASS” RECOMMENDATIONS ON mAY 11, 2003.

Background:  

Historically, the Washington state legislature has enacted the Uniform Codes as the basis for codes that are then individually adopted by each local government.  The legislature adopts the Uniform Codes as a whole and sets the effective date, but authorizes the state-appointed Washington State Building Code Council to make amendments to the legislatively-adopted Uniform Codes.  In addition, the legislature likewise authorizes local amendments to the Uniform Codes, provided that such amendments do not reduce the state’s substantive requirements.  
The Uniform Codes was one of three model codes that have been used in various parts of the nation for a substantial period of time.  In 1994, the International Code Council (ICC) was established as a nonprofit organization that develops a single set of comprehensive and coordinated national model construction codes.  The founding organizations of the ICC are the International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO), the Building Officials and Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA), and the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. (SBCCI). NOTE: These organizations represent the three major model code writing organizations and have developed the model codes used historically throughout a majority of the country.
In the 2003 legislative session, the Washington State Building Code was revised to replace specific codes and standards published by the International Conference of Building Officials with codes and standards published by the International Code Council, as follows:

· The Uniform Building Code is replaced by the International Building Code and International Residential Code.  
· The Uniform Mechanical Code is replaced by the International Mechanical Code.

· The Uniform Fire Code and Uniform Fire Code Standards are replaced by the International Fire Code. 

proposed SUBSTITUTE ordinance 2004-0201 - international building,  residential and mechanical codeS:  

Summary of Ordinance Revisions
A large majority of the revisions reflect the necessary reorganization of King County Code (KCC) titles due to format differences between the old Uniform Codes and the new International Codes.  The key format change was the division of one large document (Uniform Building Code) into two smaller documents (International Building Code - IBC and International Residential Code - IRC) to better focus upon the informational needs of two different user groups.  
In addition:

· The administrative sections for both the IBC and IRC are consolidated into one chapter and separated from the substantive provisions of each code,
· A new unified definitions chapter would be created for consistency, 
· Three current KCC titles (i.e. Uniform Housing Code, Uniform Code of Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, and Rapid Abatement of Structures Damaged by a Disaster) would be consolidated into one new KCC chapter entitled the “International Property Maintenance Code”, and
· References to the Uniform Codes are replaced with references to the International Codes
Several unique local standards that exist in the current county code are carried forward, such as:

· Noise transmission standards for properties located near Seattle International Airport, and 

· Outdoor pool enclosure standards.  

Note:  No new substantive provisions are proposed.
Issues

Staff discussions with major user groups such as the Master Builders Association (MBA) and building trade associations have not identified issues with the conversion to the IBC and there is a broad consensus of support for adoption of the proposed ordinance.
proposed SUBSTITUTE ordinance 2004-0202 - international fire code:  

Summary of Ordinance Revisions

As was the case with the IBC, the proposed ordinance is intended as a simple conversion from the current Uniform Fire Code to the International Fire Code.  The amendments to the IFC are either changes to references or a carrying forward of existing county provisions.  No new substantive provisions are proposed.
Issues   

As with the IBC, staff have not identified substantive issues with the proposed conversion to the IFC beyond those noted above.

ATTACHMENTS:
None
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