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February 13, 2007
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Pursuant to King County Code 2.16.110 E.1, I am transmitting to you a motion requesting your approval of a second 60-day extension of the acting appointment of James J. Buck as the Director of Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division (REALS) of the Department of Executive Services.  My initial 150-day appointment of James J. Buck to serve as the REALS acting director became effective on July 17 and expired on December 13, 2006.  Motion 12425, approved by the council in mid-December, imparted an initial 60-day extension of the interim appointment through February 11, 2007.  While our recruitment efforts for this position continue, a successive 60-day extension is permitted by code for this acting position with approval by motion of the council.  This second 60-day extension will permit continuity of leadership in REALS until April 12, 2007.
In October 2006, we secured the services of Waldron Company to conduct a nationwide executive recruitment search to reach out to highly qualified elections professionals.  Because of the pending elections cycle, significant progress was not anticipated until after prospective candidates had completed their final tabulations and certifications of the November general election.  The 2006 Holiday season also lengthened the recruitment process by several weeks.  
Waldron’s progress to date indicates their executive search is going very well.  With two weeks of active recruitment remaining, Waldron has already received formal applications from eighteen experienced candidates with several more expected shortly.  Most are from out of state.  Based on preliminary screening, Waldron rates six to seven of those candidates as highly qualified.  Once the recruitment period is complete, Waldron plans to interview semifinalist candidates and then work with Executive staff to identify a list of finalists.  Waldron anticipates final interviews will be conducted around the mid-March time period with a final offer being extended during the term of this extension.
While the recruitment effort continues, the council can be assured that under the leadership and direction of Mr. Buck, the REALS Division will continue to operate in a steady and highly professional manner.  This is best evidenced by the success of the recent primary and general elections and the active preparations his elections staff are undertaking to conduct equally successful special elections in February and March, 2007.
I look forward to transmitting to the council our final choice for the REALS Director at the conclusion of the competitive search process and will continue to comply with the requirements of county code requiring council notice and approval of acting officials.  Should the search and selection process take longer than this second 60-day extension request, I will inform the council based on the requirements of KCC 2.16.110 E.1.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
Enclosure
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff



  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


James J. Buck, Interim Director, Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division, DES
