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SUBJECT

A Review of 2017 Health, Housing and Human Services Committee Issues and Work Plan.

SUMMARY

For 2017, the Health, Housing and Human Services Committee will continue to develop policy direction for the County’s public health, affordable housing and human services programs.  The Committee is also responsible for reviewing proposed human services levies and providing oversight on other levies that are being implemented.  This will be accomplished through the review of legislation, evaluation of required proviso responses, and through specific briefings. The attached list of potential issue areas for committee review in 2017 outlines identified issues that will result in legislation or potential briefings for specific program areas.  The work plan also shows the proposed schedule for the Committee’s work. 

BACKGROUND

On March 6, 2017 the King County Council adopted Motion 14819.  This motion establishes the organization of the Council, creates the committees of the Council, and outlines committee responsibilities. Section C. of the adopted Motion includes a description of the Health, Housing and Human Services Committee as follows:

1. The committee shall consider and make recommendations on policies relating to: 

a. public health programs, including those related to the protection, promotion and provision functions of the department of public health, including the structure of the public health centers; 

b. affordable housing, including therapeutic and low-income housing ; and 

c. human services programs, including review of human services-related levies, and civil rights and social justice. The committee shall also consider the implementation of appropriate labor agreements. 

2. In the areas within the committee's purview, the committee shall track state and federal legislative action and develop recommendations on policy direction for the biennial budget.

Motion 14819 also assigns the membership of the Committee with Councilmember Jeanne Kohl-Welles, as the Chair and Councilmember Kathy Lambert as Vice-chair, with Councilmembers Larry Gossett, Rod Dembowski, and Dave Upthegrove also serving on the Committee. The Committee meets on the 1st and 2nd Tuesdays of the month. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Of note in the description of the committee’s duties, is to develop policy recommendations related to the biennial budget. For 2017, this will include tracking budget decisions, provisos, and expenditure restrictions adopted as part of the 2017-18 Biennial Budget.  This committee, along with most others, will have to continue to work within the challenges of the county’s General Fund structural deficit.  In addition, many of the programs that the Committee oversees could be affected by changes in federal spending or policy changes under the new administration.  Finally, the Committee provides ongoing oversight for the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Sales Tax programs and the Best Starts for Kids levy; and, will provide policy direction for the renewal of the VHSL.

Potential Committee Issues.   As noted above, the staff have identified a series of issues within each of the major Committee program areas.  These issues are described in Attachment 1.  In addition, there are programmatic areas where the Committee will be asked to review legislation or receive briefings, including the development and implementation of the Veterans and Human Services Levy; continued oversight of the implementation of MIDD and BSK; reviewing the County’s plans to develop affordable housing and shelter for the homeless; monitoring the implementation of Heroin/Opioid Task Force recommendations; reviewing efforts to reduce toxins and lead in drinking water; and, monitoring County efforts to address the impacts of human trafficking.  

The purpose of the committee issues listing is to guide and inform the development of the committee’s work program for 2017 by identifying policy areas for legislative action and for briefings. It should be noted however, that there may be items which come before the committee that are not on the work program; and likewise, some items on the work program may not come before the committee in 2017 because of time or other constraints.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Health, Housing and Human Services Committee Potential Work Program Issues—2017
2. Health, Housing and Human Services Committee Potential Work Program Issues—2017, Quarterly Schedule.
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