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SUBJECT: An ordinance authorizing the county executive to execute an interlocal agreement with the city of Snoqualmie for the purpose of designing and constructing improvements to the Meadowbrook Bridge.  
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0555 (Attachment 1) authorizes the adoption of an interlocal agreement with the City of Snoqualmie for improvements to the Meadowbrook Bridge.  The Meadowbrook Bridge is identified in the adopted Six-Year Roads Capital Improvement Program (CIP # 200294) and is an important part of the County’s roadway network that serves residents in the unincorporated area.  Meadowbrook Bridge is also classified as a King County Landmark.  
The recently adopted 2005 budget includes $4.3 million of budget authority to complete the project.  A significant portion of the budget for this project, roughly 70 percent, is supported by Federal Bridge Grant funding, and another 10 percent covered by a state grant.  The Council’s approval of Proposed Ordinance 2004-0555 is necessary for the County to proceed with the project on schedule.  
BACKGROUND:  The Meadowbrook Bridge is a historically significant bridge built in 1921 across the Snoqualmie River at the Snoqualmie city limits.  It was declared a King County Landmark in 1997 and remains on the list of structures being monitored by the King County Landmarks Commission.  The Meadowbrook Bridge is significant for its design as a riveted steel Pratt through truss, one of only two such designs remaining in King County.  
The bridge is located at the edge of the Snoqualmie city limits on Meadowbrook Avenue at SE Reinig Road; approximately 0.7 miles Northeast of State Route 202 (see Attachment 2 to view a vicinity map).  The current configuration of the bridge provides for two lanes of traffic.  However, the age of the bridge (83 years) and its substandard condition have caused the Road Services Division to place load limits on the bridge allowing only one truck to cross at a time.  Other deficiencies contributing to the bridge’s substandard condition include: narrow lanes, low vertical clearance, poor sight distance, substandard rails and a deteriorating truss.  In addition, the rusted corrugated metal deck with asphalt surfacing continues to require a high level of maintenance. 
Project Information
Initial plans by the Road Services Division included a replacement of the bridge with a two-lane bridge of modern design.  However, after several public meetings with the community and extensive consultation with the City of Snoqualmie and the King County Landmarks Commission, project plans were developed to convert the two lane bridge to a one-lane bridge with traffic controls at either end.  
The project will involve extensive redesign and rehabilitation of the current structure primarily for reasons of safety.  Goals of the project include: maintaining local and regional traffic circulation, maintaining and preserving the bridge as a historical landmark, removing the current load limit posting, improving overhead clearance, seismically retrofitting the superstructure, improving sight distance, improving the walkway and removing structural deficiencies.  Construction is expected to take place in 2005, from March to October, during which the bridge will be closed.  
Elements of the Agreement
Lead Agency – King County has been responsible for operating and maintaining the bridge since it was built in 1921.  The proposed agreement identifies King County as the project lead for the improvements and will allow the County to continue to operate and maintain the bridge.  
Fiscal Impact – There is essentially no fiscal impact associated with this legislation because it simply formalizes the cooperation between King County and the City of Snoqualmie to make the improvements.  As part of the adopted Six-Year Roads CIP, the fiscal impact for this project has already been reflected on the fiscal note that accompanied the legislation to adopt the 2005 Roads CIP.  As project lead, the County will bear the full amount of the local agency match.
Duration – The agreement will remain in effect for 10 years or until the project is closed. 

City Approval - The City of Snoqualmie approved the agreement on July 12, 2004.  
ATTENDING:
Rick Brater, Manager, Engineering Services, Road Services Division
Mary Coltrane, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator, Road Services Division
Jim Markus, Bridge Supervisor, Road Services Division
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0555 with Attachments 
2. Vicinity Map
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