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	A.  Homelessness is recognized as a significant problem in King County and elsewhere in the nation
	A.  Homelessness is recognized as a significant problem in King County and elsewhere in the nation.  Every day large numbers of individuals and families in our community go unsheltered.  At this time our community simply does not have the capacity to meet the need.

	B.  Some estimates conclude that eight thousand King County residents are homeless on any given night.
	C.  On a specific recent night, January 24, 2014, more than three thousand one hundred twenty-three individuals were living outside and another six thousand one hundred seventy-one individuals were in shelters or transitional housing in King County, according to the One Night Count conducted by the Seattle/King County Coalition for the Homeless.

	C.  King County finds it unacceptable that people are dying on the streets of our communities because there are insufficient safe alternative locations for habitation by homeless persons.
	B.  King County finds it unacceptable that people are dying on the streets of our communities because there are insufficient safe alternative locations for habitation by homeless persons.

	D.  The citizens' advisory commission on homeless encampments ("CACHE") was established by the metropolitan King County council in June 2004 to study the issues of homeless encampments, including whether there is a need for homeless encampments, whether these homeless encampments shall be sited on public or private land, or both, and identifying procedural guidelines for siting and permitting future homeless encampments.
	D.  Formed in 2005, the Committee to End Homelessness is dedicated to making homelessness rare, brief, and one time in King County.  The Committee to End Homelessness - King County 2013 Annual Report states that thirty six thousand people have move from homelessness to permanent housing since 2005.

	E.  The final report of the CACHE found that homeless encampments are not ideal but found that there is a need for the homeless encampments until more permanent housing is available across King County.
	E.  The Committee to End Homelessness adopted a final plan and recommendations in 2005 titled King County Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness.  The plan found that homeless encampments are not ideal but found that there is a need for homeless encampments until more permanent housing is available across King County.




	F.  Homeless encampments serve as an interim survival mechanism while King County continues its important work as a member of the regional Committee to End Homelessness in King County seeking permanent housing alternatives and supportive services through a final plan and recommendations due in early 2005.
	F.  Homeless encampments serve as an interim survival mechanism while King County continues its important work as a member of the regional Committee to End Homelessness.  In 2005, Ordinance 15170 relating to zoning, created a temporary use permit for homeless encampments.  These provisions expire January 1, 2015.

	G.  The establishment of homeless encampments has generated concerns about the adequacy of notice to affected communities before their establishment.  These concerns can be alleviated by requiring submittal of necessary permits at least thirty days in advance of the desired date to commence the use.
	

	H.  Managers, sponsors and hosts for homeless encampments are willing to assume responsibility for homeless encampment residents' compliance with written codes of conduct.
	

	I.  Managers, sponsors and hosts for homeless encampments have developed codes of conduct that prohibit the use of drugs and alcohol inside the homeless encampment, prohibit weapons, violence or open flames inside the homeless encampment and require homeless encampment residents to act respectfully toward each other and their neighborhood at all times.
	

	J.  Managers, sponsors and hosts for homeless encampments must abide by and incorporate all code and permit conditions and requirements with regard to community notification, maximum occupancy, environmental health and safety rules, buffers and boundaries, length of stay, resident identification, inspections by relevant public health, public safety and other appropriate regulatory agencies.
	

	K.  It is the intent of the county to encourage the managing agency to disperse homeless encampment sites geographically and to move the homeless encampment to other properties within ninety days, so that no one community or area of the county is unduly impacted.
	

	L.  Homeless juveniles and families with children are considered as the highest priority for placement within shelters or transitional housing.  Homeless adult persons without children have the lowest priority for placement.  Homeless encampments, therefore, are often a last measure to assure safe haven for adult homeless persons.
	

	M.  Seattle Housing and Resource Effort ("SHARE") and the Women's Housing, Equality and Enhancement League ("WHEEL") are nonprofit organizations that advocate and provide services for homeless persons and that have established Tent City 4 in King County to provide a safe community for up to one hundred homeless persons every night.
	

	N.  SHARE/WHEEL has successfully worked with churches and nonprofit groups to provide support services and assistance to residents of Tent City 4, and the site moves every ninety days.
	

	O.  Tent City 4 is self-governing, complies with all health, fire and public safety regulations, and the residents live by a strict code of conduct providing a drug-free, alcohol-free and respectful environment.
	

	P.  The King County Code currently does not specifically authorize or prohibit the use of tents as shelter within a tent encampment for homeless persons on private property.  The King County Zoning Code (K.C.C. Title 21A) prohibits uses not specifically permitted unless those uses qualify for a temporary land use permit
	

	Q.   Since need and crime impacts of encampments are of concern to the community, an annual report on occupancy rates and crime incidence rates should be provided to the council.
	

	R.  The provisions of this ordinance are generally based upon standards contained within the consent decree between the city of Seattle and SHARE/WHEEL and El Centro de la Raza and the CACHE recommendations.
	H.  King County finds that there continues to be a need for homeless encampments and the temporary use permits that allow them.




	S.  Numerous discussions with representatives of various faith-based organizations have indicated a general consensus that the consent-decree and the CACHE recommendations provide a reasonable model on which to pattern provisions relating to homeless encampments.
	

	T.  The provisions represent generally applicable standards necessary to assure the creation in all cases of a safe homeless encampment with minimal impact to neighboring communities.  In particular cases, it may be possible to fashion less restrictive conditions that would be adequate to assure the creation of a safe homeless encampment with minimal impacts to neighboring communities based on an individualized inquiry into particular circumstances.  Variations from the general applicable standards in this ordinance should be reviewed as a Type 2 land use decision to allow adequate opportunity for an individual inquiry to evaluate the impacts of any proposed variations from the general standards established in this ordinance.
	

	U.  The provisions of this ordinance establish land use permitting requirements for homeless encampments in unincorporated King County.  Although these provisions apply to both public and private land, this ordinance is not intended to create any right to establish a homeless encampment on public land.  The siting of homeless encampments on land owned by King County shall continue to be subject to the county's discretionary authority, as limited by applicable law.
	G.  In 2014, the Committee to End Homelessness continues to support this philosophy and recommends support for interim survival mechanisms, such as organized encampments and safe parking programs that bring people out of the elements and create pathways to housing.

	V.  This ordinance is not intended to be a permanent solution to homelessness.
	

	W.  A sunset date of December 31, 2014, for authority to establish homeless encampments would be consistent with the goal of the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness developed by the Committee to End Homelessness in King County and will be incorporated into the enabling legislation.
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