Date:	3/7/18
To:	Members of the Regional Policy Committee
From:	Lise Kaye, Senior Legislative Analyst, King County Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]Re:	Information from Bob Therkelsen, Commissioner, King County Airport District #1 (Vashon Municipal Airport)

Below, please find a description of Vashon Municipal Airport’s history and current operations provided by Airport Commissioner Bob Therkelsen.

KCAD1 [King County Airport District #1] was authorized under a law passed in Olympia in 1945,(14.08 RCW) which authorized communities to acquire land for a public use airport, & form an elected 3 person commission to administer it. I understand that realizing this law authorized creation of an independent entity within a served community was undesirable, the law was revised shortly after KCAD1 was formed, thus leaving Vashon Muni only 1 of 2, or possibly the only turf municipal airport in Washington state.
With that as a background, 20 acres were acquired from Massa Mukai, the owner of Vashon Packing Co., & the airport runway was graded in I think about 1951.
Since general aviation didn't increase as expected in the early 50s the field was little used, & had no source of income, so in 1963 five of us that owned airplanes that were all based on a 60 acre parcel of land owned by the Catholic church, (just W of 2S1) went to the then commissioners, & were allowed to form a nonprofit corp. called Vashon Air Service, & lease the airport with the promise to keep it open to the public, & do all maintenance at no cost to the Vashon-Maury community. The airport still operates this way, but now Vashon Air Service has 44 members, & there are, 40 privately owned hangars, & I am one of the commissioners.
As the runway 17/34 was originally graded, it had a ditch all along the W side, & power wires a little off the S end,(along Cove Road), both of which are potential hazards, so starting in September of 2017, we have contracted to enclose the ditch & move the power/phone wires underground. Both of these projects are financed 90% by three grants from the FAA, & small grant from WSDOT-Aviation, & the matching funds from the members of VAS.
The future safety concern is the trees, both N & S that are ever increasing in height; all these trees are on private property so even though state law pertaining to airports ,(RCW14.08.030 par.4) deems these trees a public nuisance, removing or topping these trees while maintaining community relations may be expensive.
The airport security is provided by an automated gate that the local fire department & deputies have the access code for. The fire dept. because we have a service agreement for fire protection & they also provide the ambulance service on the island, & must have access to the medivac pad that VAS built for the community, & that Airlift NW uses on average about 3 times a month.
I hope this provides a useful picture of Vashon Muni,(2S1).
