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SUMMARY

The committee will host a panel discussion on the cultural and socioeconomic impact of sport in our region. The panel, including representatives from the Seattle Sports Commission, the Seattle Seahawks and the Seattle Mariners will discuss issues regarding the impact of sports organizations’ community outreach efforts, charitable donations and services, as well as, the broader impact of sports in bringing communities together.    

Today’s panelists are listed below:

Cathy Cooper, Secretary, Seattle Sports Commission. A native of the Pacific Northwest and graduate of Washington State University, Cathy Cooper serves as Washington Federal’s executive advocate for client experience. In this role, she guides service vision, product strategy and brand positioning for Seattle’s largest, locally-headquartered bank. Her board and volunteer experience includes terms as board president for both the Puget Sound American Marketing Association and Neighborhood House, a local non-profit. She currently serves on the marketing committee for the Washington Bankers Association.

Mike Flood, Vice President of Community Outreach, Seattle Seahawks. A Seattle native, Mike graduated from Washington State University with a B.A. in Industrial Education and a Master’s Degree in Education from the University of North Carolina. After serving twenty years in the Coast Guard, Mike retired as a Commander in 1996. After serving as Community Outreach Director for Football Northwest where he helped spearhead the state-wide campaign that resulted in the passage of Referendum 48 to build the new football/soccer stadium and exhibition complex, Mike joined the Seahawks staff in 1997. Mike serves on the boards of the USO Northwest, Camp Patriot, Association of Washington Generals, WSU Marketing Committee and the Renton Chamber of Commerce. In 2012, Flood was awarded the Outstanding Service to Veterans award from the Washington Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Joe Chard, Vice President of Corporate Business and Community Relations, Seattle Mariners. Joe Chard is in his 28th season with the Mariners, his 17th since being promoted to Vice President of Corporate Business and Community Relations. Joe oversees the Mariners corporate sponsorship and radio sales, as well as, all aspects of the Mariners community relations efforts. Joe was originally hired as Director of Community Relations by the Mariners in September of 1990. He was instrumental in establishing Mariners Care, the club’s non-profit foundation, which has become a national model. Last season, Mariners Care provided over $1 million to local charities, thousands of tickets to Mariners games and hundreds of personal visits by players to hospitals, schools and youth organizations throughout the Northwest. Prior to joining the Mariners, Joe was Executive Director of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of Washington. A Seattle native, Joe graduated from Carroll College in Montana. 

Chuck Nelson, Vice-Chair, Seattle Sports Commission. An Everett native, Chuck graduated from the University of Washington in 1982. A college football All-American, Chuck went on to play five-years in the National Football League. Chuck is currently the President and CEO of the Washington Athletic Club and serves or is involved with numerous community boards, organizations and events, including: the Regence BlueShield Community Board, American Cancer Society CEOs against Cancer, American Heart Association Evening with Heart and the Boys & Girls Clubs of King County Champions Council.
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