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June 4, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for King County Council consideration is an ordinance amending the allocation of hotel/motel tax revenues in the King County arts and cultural development fund; adopting the guidelines for a hotel/motel backed Sustained Support Program; and adopting a revised hotel/motel financial plan.  The motion concurs with recommendations of the King County Arts Commission and the King County Landmarks and Heritage Commission.

Since 1992, hotel/motel tax revenues have supported three cultural programs of the Arts Commission and Landmarks and Heritage Commission: Cultural Facilities, Special Projects, and Cultural Education.  Both Commissions are recommending that Sustained Support, which was backed by the CX budget until this year, be transferred to the hotel/motel funding source.  Having made a major investment in the infrastructure of culture over the past decade, the challenge for the cultural community is going to be maintaining the investment.  Sustained Support, which offers support to arts and heritage organizations for operational expenses, is critically important to cultural organizations.   

The proposed Ordinance has four components.  It adjusts the formula that determines the funding level of each program in order to accommodate a fourth funding program; adds Sustained Support to the arts and cultural development fund (hotel/motel tax revenues); approves the Sustained Support Guidelines; and approves a revised hotel/motel financial plan.    

The Arts Commission and Landmarks and Heritage Commission recognize that adding Sustained Support to the arts and cultural development fund will reduce the funds available for the other programs in the short term.  They have determined that reducing funding in the three traditional hotel/motel-backed programs is preferable to eliminating Sustained Support.  

The ordinance contains the guidelines for the Arts Commission and Landmarks and Heritage Commission Sustained Support Programs; and a revised Financial Plan.  

The Arts Commission and Landmarks and Heritage Commission remain optimistic about the future and look forward to working with Council to ensure that every citizen of King County has access to high-quality cultural opportunities.  The King County Council's earliest consideration will be appreciated.

If you need additional information, please contact Jim Kelly, Manager of the Office of Cultural Resources, at (206) 296-8671.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee





Monica Clarke, Council Staff





Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


John deChadenedes, Budget Analyst, Office of Budget


Jim Kelly, Manager, Office of Cultural Resources

