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March 13, 2006
The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for King County Council review and consideration is an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into interlocal cooperation agreements and amendments to interlocal cooperation agreements with the cities of Bellevue, Bothell, Des Moines, Federal Way, Issaquah, Kent, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Pacific, Redmond, Renton, Sammamish, Seattle, and Shoreline for Conservation Futures open space acquisition projects authorized by the 2006 budget ordinance, Ordinance 15333.
With the disbursement of Conservation Futures funds to cities, King County continues to lead in the creation and maintenance of our region's nationally-recognized quality of life.  We continue to recognize that the high quality of our environment, recreational opportunities and residential communities are critical components for attracting and retaining the businesses that create the high quality employment opportunities that maintain our economic quality of life.  

In all, 19 city open space acquisition projects with over $8.4 million in Conservation Futures funds are included in the enclosed interlocal authorization ordinance.  The suburban city projects contain over 350 acres of open space and the Seattle projects contain 25 acres.  These urban Conservation Futures projects are an important component of our ongoing efforts to keep pace with growth by preserving our quality of life and protecting the environment in areas closest to where most of our residents live.

For example, Bellevue has partnered with the Bellevue Botanical Gardens to preserve a 20-acre woodland greenbelt buffer that will protect the quality of the gardens while adding an inholding to the Bellevue Greenway system.  Two projects in Issaquah will help purchase forest tracts on the sides of Squak and Cougar Mountains, continuing the ongoing efforts of the Mountains to Sound Greenway to preserve scenic lands along Interstate 90.  Other east side projects are located in Kirkland, Redmond, and Sammamish.  
Shoreline is working to preserve the 16-acre South Woods open space, which is located next to Shorecrest High School and has strong local community support.  South King County suburban city projects are located Des Moines, Federal Way, Kent, Pacific, and Renton.  In a creative partnership with King County, Seattle will purchase a critical 24-acre inholding property in Discovery Park that is being sold as surplus by the federal government.  Seattle will also purchase the final missing link in the Burke Gilman trail in the city, and open space in the Twelfth Avenue corridor.  
All of the urban open space acquisition projects included in this interlocal authorization ordinance will create new community green spaces or make significant additions to existing ones.  Many of them will also preserve critical urban wildlife and salmon habitat.  The projects support local planning efforts such as comprehensive plans, park and open space plans, or salmon habitat planning efforts required under the State Growth Management Act or the Endangered Species Act.  If you have any questions, please call Linda Holecek, Acquisition Supervisor of the Open Space Acquisition Unit in the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-7814.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Linda Holecek, Acquisition Supervisor, Open Space Acquisitions Unit, 

    Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP
