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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT
Confirmation of the appointment of Gunbjorg Ladstein to chair the King County Board of Ethics.
SUMMARY
Proposed Motion 2015-0461 (Att. 1) would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Gunbjorg Ladstein, effective October 2, 2015, to chair the King County Board of Ethics, in a Board-nominated position, for a three-year term expiring on July 31, 2017.
BACKGROUND
The King County Board of Ethics was created by Ordinance 1321 in 1972 “to insure proper implementation of the code of ethics and to investigate and report on conflicts of interest.” The board consists of five members: two to be appointed by the County Executive, two to be appointed by the County Executive from a list of nominees submitted by the County Council, and a fifth member, who serves as chair and is appointed by the County Executive from a list of nominees submitted by the other four members. Each member serves a term of three years. All appointments to the board are subject to confirmation by the Council. KCC 3.04.080.
ANALYSIS
Ms. Ladstein has served as a member of the Board of Ethics since 2008. She resides in Council District 4 and graduated with high honors from the University of Washington in 1961 with a B.A. degree in Business Administration.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The biographical information in this staff report is based on Ms. Ladstein’s resume (Att. 2).] 

From 1997 to 2006 (retiring in 2006), Ms. Ladstein worked at King County Metro as a Transportation Planner. From 1986 to 1997, she was a Community Relations Planner at Metro.
Ms. Ladstein’s prior professional experience includes the following:
United Way of King County, 1986-1987
Program Consultant
Susan Lee & Associates, 1983-1985
Director of Planning and Research
Ballard Neighbor to Neighbor, 1983
Director
YMCA Metrocenter, 1982
Project Director, Community Energy Project
IDM Corporation, 1961-1964, 1967-1970
Systems Engineer Instructor
Ms. Ladstein has also held the following public service positions:
· League of Women Voters of Seattle, 1965-present
Board of Directors, 1970-1976
Vice-President, 1976-1979
President, 1979-1981 
· King County Elections Advisory Committee, 1971
· Washington State Boundary Review Board for King County, 1984-1991 
Vice-Chairperson, 1985-1987 
Chairperson 1987-1989
· Citizens Water Rate Advisory Committee, City of Seattle, 1983
· Citizens Advisory Committee for Selection of Seattle School Superintendent, 1981 
· Committee to Select Consultant for Sewer Rate Study for Engineering Department, City of Seattle, 1981
· Ballard First Lutheran Church 
Council member, 1978-1984, 1992-1995, 2005-present
Vice-President, 1985-1987
President, 1995-1997
· Northwest Washington Synod Evangelical Church of America
Council Member, 2006-present 
Invited
1. Gunbjorg Ladstein, Appointee, King County Board of Ethics
2. Kelli Williams, Director, King County Office of Civil Rights & Open Government
ATTACHMENTS
Proposed Motion 2015-0457
A. Ms. Ladstein’s resume
B. Financial Disclosure Statement
C. Board of Ethics profile (prepared by executive staff)
D. Appointment letter
Transmittal letter
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