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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

REVISED STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  
DATE:  July 12, 2005
PROPOSED NO:  2005-0221
PREPARED BY:  Mike Alvine
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE relating to King County district court electoral district boundaries; and amending Ordinance 10476, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.68.085 and declaring an emergency.
SUMMARY:  The proposed ordinance would approve changes to the electoral districts of the King County District Court.  State and county law require annual precinct adjustments be presented to the Council for adoption by ordinance.  

COMMITTEE ACTION:  On July 12, 2005 the Labor, Operations and Technology Committee amended and approved substitute ordinance 2005-0221 (subject to signature) with a do pass recommendation.  The amendment removed an inadvertent statement declaring an emergency in the title.  No emergency exists.  The signatures have been secured and the item was put on the consent agenda.
BACKGROUND:  On June 16, 2005 the Metropolitan King County Council passed Ordinance 15180 adjusting precincts throughout the County.  The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the adjustment or alteration of precincts as an ongoing responsibility.  This year there was an additional reason, the reduction in representation on the King County Council.  The reasons for this ordinance this year are:
· Redistricting due to the charter amendment reducing the King County Council from 13 to 9 members.

· To level precincts to maintain voter population within the limits prescribed by state law and King County Code.

· To accommodate the convenience of the voters as proposed by petition, voter comments or election official recommendations.

The majority of adjustments this year are due to the Council reduction.  
District Court Electoral Boundaries – As provided by K.C.C. 1.12.010.F the precinct alterations affect the boundary descriptions of the District Court electoral districts; therefore, an amending ordinance is required.  The subject ordinance, if approved, will accomplish this.  The ordinance is ministerial in nature and no voters are affected by the new precincts that will define the District Court boundaries.  On a separate note, there are plans to adjust District Court boundaries next year.
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