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Subject
A RESOLUTION recognizing May 31, 2012 as World No Tobacco Day

Background & Analysis
Twenty-five years ago, the World Health Organization created World No Tobacco Day to draw global attention to the tobacco epidemic and the preventable death and disease resulting from tobacco use. 

While significant progress has been made in tobacco prevention and cessation over 25 years, tobacco use is still the leading cause of preventable death and disease in King County.  Tobacco use causes an estimated 1,780 deaths and $343.1 million in health care costs in King County each year1,2 and disproportionately impacts the health of some of our most vulnerable populations: low income, minority, immigrant, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) populations and those with no more than a high school education.3
Prevailing research confirmations that best practices for tobacco cessation and prevention are multi-component programs.  Most recently, the 2012 Surgeon General’s Report on Preventing Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults4 indicates that sustained, multi-component campaigns including smoke-free public places and efforts to establish smoke-free norms are effective in reducing the initiation, prevalence and intensity of smoking among youth and young adults.  
Tobacco prevention and control is a key component of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control’s Communities Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW) grant, which includes education campaigns that promote the benefits of smoke-free public spaces. A key initiative for Public Health Seattle & King County has been to use CPPW funds to work with cities to develop policies to promote tobacco prevention and cessation. For example, twelve cities in King County now have tobacco-free or smoke-free policies for their parks, and many more are actively considering policies. Parks play an important role in contributing to the health of a community, in establishing social norms and in providing access to outdoor programs for after school and summer youth programs.  

The Board of Health’s Resolution number 12-06 recognizing World No Tobacco Day reinforces the importance of tobacco prevention messaging and control, on a local and community level and acknowledges the progress made to protect the health of residents in our region.   
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