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Metropolitan King County Council

Natural Resources and Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	3, 4
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2005-0321; 2005-0342
	Date:
	October 6, 2005

	Invited:
	Christie True, Major CIP Manager, Wastewater Treatment Division, DNRP
Pam Elardo, Right of Way Supervisor,  Wastewater Treatment Division, DNRP


SUBJECT:  Granting of easements at Brightwater Wastewater Treatment Facility site to Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) for highway widening, and to Snohomish County Public Utility District for placement of displaced utility lines.
BACKGROUND:  
The county’s Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks has nearly completed the needed property acquisitions at the Route 9 site of its Brightwater Wastewater Treatment Facility in south Snohomish County.  This 114-acre site abuts State Route 9 for about a mile between SR 522 and SR 524.

WSDOT Road Widening—Route 9

The Washington State Department of Transportation has undertaken a road widening project for Route 9 from State Route 522 to Clearview in Snohomish County, including the length adjacent to the Brightwater site.  The widening project is intended primarily for public safety, as well as to facilitate movement of traffic, in light of substantial growth in the region.  The project involves widening the roadway to accommodate four lanes of traffic—two lanes in each direction; currently SR 9 at that location is a two lane highway, with one lane in each direction.  
WSDOT has identified a number of parcels needed for the road widening construction project which are currently owned by the county for development of the Brightwater facility.   There have been discussions between the county and WSDOT to refine the list of needed parcels, to assure minimization of impacts on Brightwater construction and operations.  The Wastewater Treatment Division indicates that the WSDOT is seeking the minimum amount of property needed to support the widening project; WTD has also indicated that the widening project will not interfere with the operations or management of the wastewater treatment facility.  
The WSDOT is seeking fee simple ownership of small strips of specific parcels for this project and  easements for the following purposes:

· Drainage easement to facilitate appropriate channeling of stormwater runoff from the road (permanent);
· ‘Clear Zone’ easement which prohibits placement of structures or abutments within certain roadside zones to minimize the opportunity for vehicle collisions (permanent);

· Construction easement to facilitate movement of soil and grading activities (temporary).

WSDOT construction activities are currently underway for the road widening project; however, activities to date have not required access to properties addressed by this legislation, according to the Wastewater Treatment Division.  To expedite construction access to the property concurrent with discussions relative to compensation, the WSDOT is seeking a ‘Possession and Use’ agreement with the county, pending completion and execution of final easement agreements.  

The WSDOT anticipates completion of construction activity associated with this project in spring 2008; they anticipate keeping one lane open in each direction over the entire period of construction to minimize traffic backups.  

The WTD anticipates initiation of construction activities associated with the Brightwater Wastewater Treatment Facility in April of 2006, primarily site preparation activities at the facility site; however, peak construction activities will not ensue until summer of 2008.  WTD anticipates that this timeline will minimize any project timing overlap conflicts in construction-related truck movement between the two projects.  
Displacement of Utility Lines

Immediately adjacent to the existing road are utility lines which transmit electricity to regional customers of Snohomish County Public Utility District.  These lines are located on land which the WSDOT has identified for the road widening project; they will be displaced by the project.  The lines currently serve existing customers of the PUD; the Brightwater Wastewater Treatment Facility will be among the customers to be served in the future.  Snohomish County PUD is seeking an easement to place these utility lines on land adjacent to the roadway acquired by the county for the Brightwater facility.  The Wastewater Treatment Division indicates that the granting of an easement for the placement of utility towers supporting these electricity transmission lines in specified locations will not impact the construction or operation of the Brightwater facility.   The Snohomish County Public Utility District appraised the value of these utility easements at $68,905; the Wastewater Treatment Division concurs with that appraisal.  
KCC 4.56.115 authorizes the county executive to grant utility easements for utility purposes other than service to county properties, if the easement does not ‘interfere with or hinder the use of the property’ by the custodial agency; if the easement is valued at more than $30,000, approval of the council is required.  That code authorizes the executive to approve easements for utility service to county property without council action.   
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0321
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0321 authorizes the King County Executive to execute a Possession and Use Agreement with the Washington State Department of Transportation, allowing the WSDOT to proceed with necessary construction-related access to properties, while discussions continue regarding property interest values and just compensation.  WSDOT has indicated that it is prepared, if necessary, to acquire the needed property interests by eminent domain.

Because this legislation involves the transfer of a property interest, the county is planning and advertising a public hearing to receive input on this measure, in the vicinity of the property affected.  The public hearing is scheduled for October 11, 2005, at the Brightwater Plant office in Snohomish County.  The results of the public hearing, in the form of minutes, will be made available for review on the occasion of the County Council consideration of this matter, scheduled for October 17, 2005.  The public hearing will seek input on both Proposed Ordinance 2005-0321, and Proposed Ordinance 2005-0342, described below.
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0342
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0342 authorizes the King County Executive to grant utility easements to Snohomish County Public Utility District, and accept compensation for these easements, to be returned to the Brightwater capital fund.  
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0321, with attachments
a. Legal Descriptions

2. Transmittal Letter dated July 20, 2005

3. Fiscal Note

4. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0342

5. Transmittal Letter dated August 10, 2005

6. Fiscal Note

7. Map 1:  WSDOT & SNO PUD Easements
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