USDA Officials Visit HighlineTo Recognize Healthy Schools
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Under Secretary Concannon and Interim Superintendent Alan Spicciati join Madrona students for a school lunch.

USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon and Regional Administrator Allen Ng visited Madrona Elementary School on Monday (Feb. 6) to recognize four Highline schools for their efforts to promote good nutrition and active lifestyles among students.
Under Secretary Concannon presented plaques to principals from Madrona, Southern Heights, Beverly Park, and White Center Heights elementary schools, as well as to Highline’s Nutrition Services Director, Chris Neal. Under the guidance of Nutrition Services staff, the four schools achieved silver status in the Healthier US School Challenge, championed by First Lady Michelle Obama.

Silver award schools are in the top one percent in the nation for adhering to healthy standards, according to Under Secretary Concannon. No other schools in Washington achieved the silver designation.

To win the award, the schools provide healthier foods in their school meals; educate students about nutrition; ensure that students get at least 90 minutes of PE per week; and give students opportunities for physical activity.

Madrona, Southern Heights, White Center Heights, and Beverly Park are already using the new healthier school meal standards issued by the USDA last week.

“You are at the head of the pack for adopting the new standards,” said Concannon. “We know that children learn better when they have a regular source of healthy meals. And as we look at some of the challenges facing our country with obesity and preventable illnesses, to the extent that we can instill, support, and reinforce healthier eating we will have healthier adults later in life.”

For more information about the Healthier US School Challenge, go to http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/healthierus/index.html.
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USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon with Highline Nutrition Services Director Chris Neal.
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L-R Megan DeVries (Nutrition Services Manager), Leslie Perry (Beverly Park Interim Principal), Deborah Holcomb (Southern Heights Principal), Dave Darling (White Center Heights Principal), Daniel Yarbrough (Madrona Principal), Chris Neal (Nutrition Services Director), Alan Spicciati (Interim Superintendent)
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Agriculture undersecretary Kevin Concannon eats lunch with Madrona Elementary students in SeaTac. 




Guess who’s coming to lunch? Highline healthy eating programs honored at four elementaries

By Eric Mathison
02/07/2012
USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon and Regional Administrator Allen Ng visited Madrona Elementary School Monday, Feb. 6 to recognize four Highline schools for their efforts to promote good nutrition and active lifestyles among students.

Under Secretary Concannon presented plaques to principals from Madrona, Southern Heights, Beverly Park, and White Center Heights elementary schools, as well as to Highline’s Nutrition Services Director, Chris Neal. Under the guidance of Nutrition Services staff, the four schools achieved silver status in the Healthier US School Challenge, championed by First Lady Michelle Obama.

Silver award schools are in the top one percent in the nation for adhering to healthy standards, according to Under Secretary Concannon. No other schools in Washington achieved the silver designation.

To win the award, the schools provide healthier foods in their school meals; educate students about nutrition; ensure that students get at least 90 minutes of PE per week; and give students opportunities for physical activity.

Madrona, Southern Heights, White Center Heights, and Beverly Park are already using the new healthier school meal standards issued by the USDA last week.

“You are at the head of the pack for adopting the new standards,” said Concannon. 

“We know that children learn better when they have a regular source of healthy meals. And as we look at some of the challenges facing our country with obesity and preventable illnesses, to the extent that we can instill, support, and reinforce healthier eating we will have healthier adults later in life.”

For more information about the Healthier US School Challenge, go to http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/healthierus/index.html
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	USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon and Regional Administrator Allen Ng visited Madrona Elementary School today to recognize four Highline schools for being national leaders in efforts to promote good nutrition and active lifestyles.

USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon and Regional Administrator Allen Ng visited Madrona Elementary School today to recognize four Highline schools for being national leaders in promoting good nutrition and active lifestyles.
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Under Secretary Concannon joins Madrona students and Interim Superintendent Alan Spicciati for a school lunch. 

Madrona, Southern Heights, Beverly Park, and White Center Heights Elementary Schools achieved silver status in the HealthierUS School Challenge, championed by First Lady Michelle Obama. 

 

The award puts them in the top one percent among schools across the nation, according to Under Secretary Concannon.

 

No other schools in Washington achieved the silver designation.

 

The four schools earned the award under the leadership of Highline’s Nutrition Services Director Chris Neal. To win the award, schools had to show that they provide healthier foods in their school meals; educate students about nutrition; ensure that students get at least 90 minutes of PE per week; and give students opportunities for physical activity.
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Under Secretary Concannon (L) and Regional Administrator Allen Ng present a plaque to Nutrition Services Director Chris Neal.

Madrona, Southern Heights, White Center Heights, and Beverly Park are already using the new healthier school meal standards issued by the USDA last week. 

 

“You are at the head of the pack for adopting the new standards,” said Concannon.  “We know that children learn better when they have a regular source of healthy meals. And as we look at some of the challenges facing our country with obesity and preventable illnesses, to the extent that we can instill, support, and reinforce healthier eating we will have healthier adults later in life.”
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Winners of the Healthier US School Challenge were recognized at the February 8 School Board meeting.


Highline schools win national nutrition award 
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[image: image8.png]



Submitted by Rose Egge, KOMO Communities Reporter

Thursday, December 22nd, 2011, 2:05pm

Topics: Schools 


Several schools in the Highline School District have received awards for their efforts to improve the health and nutrition of students. Here is more information from the state superintendent:

The HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC) recently awarded 21 schools across the state each an incentive award. The awards are based on how the schools:

· improve the nutritional quality of the foods served,

· provide students with nutrition education, and

· provide students with physical education and opportunities for physical activity.

“I’ve said for many years, and it’s backed up by solid research: kids who have nutritious meals do better in school,” said Randy Dorn, superintendent of public instruction. “It’s great that the federal government is giving awards to schools that do great work in this area.”

Four levels of awards are given: bronze, silver, gold and gold of distinction, with increasingly stringent criteria for each level. Each award comes with a monetary prize: $500 for bronze; $1,000 for silver $1000; $1,500 for gold; and $2,000 for gold of distinction. Schools receiving a HUSSC award commit to meeting the criteria throughout their four-year certification period.

Highline Schools that were recently awarded include:

· Beverly Park Elementary School (Silver)

· Madrona Elementary School (Silver)

· Southern Heights Elementary School (Silver)

· White Center Elementary School (Silver)
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Four Highline schools honored as award winners in HealthierUS School Challenge 
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The Highline School District announced today that four schools in the district have been recognized as winners of the HealthierUS School Challenge. The challenge is a voluntary inactive established in 2004 aimed at promoting healthier school lunch programs. "USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon and Regional Administrator Allen Ng visited Madrona Elementary School today to recognize four Highline schools for being national leaders in promoting good nutrition and active lifestyles. Madrona, Southern Heights, Beverly Park, and White Center Heights Elementary Schools achieved silver status in the HealthierUS School Challenge, championed by First Lady Michelle Obama. The award& Read Full Post at http://www.buriendaily.com 
