ATTACHMENT B – Letter to Chair and Vice Chairs of the Transportation Committees
Motion 16954
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March 3, 2026


The Honorable Marko Liias				The Honorable Jake Fey  
305 John A. Cherberg Building			415 John L. O'Brien Building 
PO Box 40421						PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA  98504					Olympia, WA  98504 

The Honorable Deborah Krishnadasan		The Honorable Adam Bernbaum  
230 John A. Cherberg Building			418 John L. O'Brien Building 
PO Box 40426						PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA  98504					Olympia, WA  98504 



Dear Chairs & Vice Chairs of the Senate and House Transportation Committees:
 
The State of Washington and King County share many priorities and have developed effective partnerships to deliver services to our shared constituents. We respect the challenge of balancing competing needs when developing the budget each year. With budget negotiations still in progress, we want to take this opportunity to express our thanks for your hard work and leadership – and highlight key priorities we are hoping to see in final budgets. 

Revive I-5
The work being done to maintain and preserve I-5 is critical to King County and the State. Thank you for providing resources to help our region during the construction period when roadway lanes are reduced to accommodate this vital work. King County prefers the House budget’s allocation of $12 million to King County Metro Transit to support the efforts by Metro and City of Seattle during the construction period. 

Grant Program Funding
King County supports the Senate budget’s legislative intent to fund the following programs to 2025-27 appropriation levels in 2027-2029 and future biennia:
· Transportation Demand Management
· Transit Coordination Grant Program
· Regional Mobility Grant Program
· Rideshare Grant Program

Education Transit Access
Affordable access to education is critical. King County supports the House budget’s funding of $3.1 million for King County Metro Transit to conduct a pilot project to provide free or reduced fares for specific students attending Community and Technical Colleges.

Active Transportation Plan
The Senate budget provides $300,000 to develop a statewide regional connections action plan for the development of active transportation infrastructure that connects population centers, supports mode shift, and improves safety performance. Thank you for this investment and please preserve it in the final budget. 

SR 203/Tolt Hill Road Roundabout
We appreciate both budgets for providing funding to construct a roundabout at SR 203 and Tolt Hill Road just outside of Carnation. Construction of the roundabout will improve safety at this high incident intersection, enhance traffic flow, and reduce congestion at a critical junction. We would prefer to see the final budget include the Senate budget’s funding level of $3M. 

Truck Parking
Truck parking is an important issue for King County communities and the state’s economy, especially around Interstate 90 near North Bend, a key location in getting goods over the pass and out to ports. We appreciate efforts to address the issue in both budgets. The Senate budget creates a statewide truck parking coordinator position to work with local jurisdictions on truck parking issues, while the House budget provides $200K for a feasibility study at exit 34 off I-90 for a facility that includes truck parking, a regional WSP office and weigh station, and the King County Readiness Center. We see value in both approaches but believe the House’s approach to pursue a focused feasibility study will be more impactful in driving a solution forward.

Tolling Transit on State Tolled Bridges
We strongly support the House budget’s repeal of provisions that prohibit the Transportation Commission from exempting transit buses from tolls on tolled bridges. King County Metro Transit is focused on investing in mobility where needs are greatest with a focus on equity and access. Exempting transit buses from tolls on tolled bridges will allow us to focus the resources we are trusted with on these important goals. 

We appreciate the partnership between the Legislature and King County to pursue our shared goals and ensure King County and Washington State are places where every person can thrive. 

Sincerely, 



Girmay Zahilay					Sarah Perry			
King County Executive 				Chair, King County Council
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