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March 2, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips 

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
I am pleased to transmit this motion that would authorize the acceptance of $5,000 from the Target Corporation.  This donation is given specifically to support the Vulnerable Populations Action Team (VPAT) in the Preparedness Section of Public Health—Seattle & King County (PHSKC).  This donation comes from Target’s one-time annual gift program that sets a goal for local stores to give 5 percent of its profits to the community.  
Emphasizing preparedness for all, especially those who are more vulnerable, these funds are critical to ensuring equity in our community.  Consistent particularly with the King County Determinants of Equity related to Community and Public Safety and Strong, Vibrant Neighborhoods, the VPAT strives to create strategies for serving the needs of vulnerable populations using an integrated, whole-community approach in collaboration with a variety of community partners. 

The Public Health Preparedness team has engaged in regional vulnerable populations planning strategies and activities in the areas of capacity building, communication and collaboration. Recent accomplishments in capacity building, communication, and collaboration include the following: 

· Engagement of over 30 faith leaders around preparedness and emergency response and the role they could play in disasters.
· Twice a year trainings for community agencies conducted in partnership with American Red Cross and King County cities to support agencies in developing their emergency plan.  
· Over 400 community-based organizations and leaders enrolled in the Community Communication Network. This network provides community based and cultural leaders with critical health and safety information, that can they be relayed within communities to reach all residents; 83 additional community based organizations enrolled into the Community Communication Network (CCN) in 2013. The CCN was used successfully during the Ice Storm in January 2012, an event where there were no carbon monoxide fatalities.

· Identification of a mechanism to disseminate emergency messaging within the Somali and Vietnamese communities.

· Successful Vulnerable Populations Disaster Planning Conference with over 325 participants across tri-county area discussing solutions to transportation challenges, warning and notification issues, and community organization preparedness. Emergency planners, human service providers, community organizations, and advocacy organizations in the same room for the first time talking about the challenges and opportunities. 

We are very appreciative of the one-time donation that supports ongoing work to build on successes to increase the preparedness capability of our diverse community.  I recommend that the Council approve this motion.

If you have any questions feel free to contact Eben Sutton, Interim Chief Financial Officer, Public Health–Seattle & King County, at 206-263-8096.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Carrie Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget 

Eben Sutton, Interim Chief Financial Officer, Public Health–Seattle & King County 
