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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE establishing qualifications for the elected office of King County director of elections; and adding a new chapter to K.C.C. Title 2. 
SUMMARY

The proposed ordinance would establish qualifications to hold the elected office of director of elections. This ordinance would only be effective if Charter Amendments numbers 1 and 4 have passed when the general election results are certified on November 25.  
ANALYSIS 

Initiative 25 – Initiative 25 placed Charter Amendment Number 1 on the November 4, 2008, ballot asking the electorate if it wanted to amend the King County Charter to establish the office of an elected director of elections. Current election results suggest that it will pass with 56.23 percent in favor and 42.77 opposed. 
Charter Amendment Number 4 – Following a recommendation of the Charter Review Commission, the Council put Charter Amendment Number 4 on the November 4, 2008 ballot, asking the electorate if it wanted the Council to have the authority to establish additional qualifications for certain County offices, including an elected elections director. Current election results are close with the measure passing by a 50.50 percent to 49.50 percent margin. Both charter amendments must pass in order for the subject legislation to take effect.
Qualifications to hold the office of King County Director of Elections – The proposed ordinance would establish the following requirements in order to hold the office of Elections Director. 
1. Shall not hold an office in a political party;
2. Shall not have been convicted of a felony;

3. Shall not be or have been employed by, or performed services for or hold a financial interest in, a nongovernmental entity that designs, manufactures or sells elections tabulation or voter registration equipment or software for a period of two years immediately before filing to run for, being appointed to or holding the office;
4. Must have earned the certification of elections administrator from the Washington state Office of the Secretary of State, no later than thirty months after having been elected or appointed to the office of elections director, and the director and shall meet all continuing education requirements of the Secretary of State. 
If the director of elections fails to meet any of these conditions while in office, the office shall be considered vacant, and an election will be held to fill the vacancy in accordance with Section 680.10 of the King County Charter.

Running for the Office of Director of Elections – The ordinance does not prevent an elected official from holding another public office while running as a candidate for King County director of elections.

Running for Another Office While Serving as the Director of Elections – The ordinance does not prevent the director of elections from filing and running for another public office while still serving as the director of elections.

AMENDMENT
Amendment 1 has been prepared for the Committee’s consideration. It does two things. 
1. Allows a person who holds an office in a political party to run as a candidate for the director of elections, but they must resign the office before they can actually serve as the elections director.

2. It deletes the section preventing a person who has been convicted of a felony from running for office.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2008-0615
2. Amendment 1
INVITED

· Thomas Kuffel, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, King County
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