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SUBJECT 

Panel discussion regarding "Livable Communities – What makes them and what can government do to foster them."

BACKGROUND

The concept of “livable communities” has been around for many years.  There are many permutations of the concept; however, the core element involves balancing the needs of housing, transportation, education, culture, and recreation/open space, as well as the infrastructure to support the community. While the concept is used in more urban planning than rural, the idea of balancing the needs of the community applies to rural development too. 

Because of the breadth of the Physical Environment Committee’s (“PEC”) portfolio of issues (including growth management, transportation, parks, open space and cultural resources, and affordable housing) it has a unique opportunity to take a macro approach to policy decisions.  It can to move to break down the silos of each subject area and take an integrated approach to policy decisions that cut across the varied issue areas.  

PEC will be instituting discussion panels to help inform the policy decisions the Council will be facing in this era of shrinking revenues and increasing service demands.  

The first panel will focus on what is a livable community and what the County should be doing to ensure that such livable communities can be sustained as this region heads toward 2040.  The second panel, scheduled for March 10, will address the issues surrounding how the infrastructure to maintain livable communities must be managed. 

PANELISTS

Michael Brown is the vice president for Community Leadership at the Seattle Foundation.  The Seattle Foundation is one of the nation’s largest community foundations, with total assets in excess of $600 million.  Established in 1946, the Seattle Foundation has long, deep ties to the local community.  It is a vehicle by which donors pool their philanthropic dollars to make a difference in the lives of the residents of King County.  

The Seattle Foundation’s Healthy Community framework is a vision of what strong community life could look like and how philanthropy can play a role in creating it.  Using this framework, the Seattle Foundation is able to direct help to improve the quality of life of King County residents by focusing on seven core areas or “elements.” 

A Healthy Community should: 

· meet the basic needs of its residents;  

· promote health & wellness; 

· create quality education and learning opportunities for all ages; 

· ensure a vibrant and diversified economy; 

· provide broad access to arts & culture; 

· foster strong and connected neighborhoods & communities; and 

· protect and manage its natural environment 

Mike Brown heads up the Foundation's Healthy Community program.  

Before joining the staff of the Seattle Foundation, Michael Brown served as a legislative aide to Seattle City Councilmember Richard McIver from 1997 to 2000. He also served as Deputy Director for the Washington Association for Community Economic Development, a nonprofit that provided training and technical assistance to community-based development organizations statewide.

He is the current chair of the Impact Capital Board of Directors, Vice President for Building Changes, and is a board member of the Washington State Budget and Policy Center. He also serves on the Interagency Committee for the Committee to End Homelessness in King County and is an advisory board member for Neighbor to Neighbor and United Way's Seattle Community Council. 

Robert Drewel is the Executive Director of the Puget Sound Regional Council.  In that capacity he serves as the chief operating officer of the forum created by local governments in the central Puget Sound region as a forum for making key decisions on regional growth and transportation issues. The PSRC serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization and Regional Transportation Planning Organization for King, Kitsap, Pierce and Snohomish counties and cities. The PSRC supports the work of the Central Puget Sound Economic Development District, which is responsible for economic development planning in the region, collaborating with various private and public sector agencies to provide a coordinated economic strategy and an ongoing development program for the region. 

Prior to his role as PSRC's Executive director, Mr. Drewel served as the Snohomish County Executive for three terms.  In this elected capacity, Mr. Drewel also served as a president and member of the executive board of the Puget Sound Regional Council, and has been the chairman of Sound Transit.  Mr. Drewel is also a former president and chief executive officer of Everett Community College. 

Kevin Daniels is the president and chief operating officer of Nitze Stagen.  He is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the company's west coast real estate holdings.  The Nitze-Stagen approach is characterized by recognizing that real estate investment can, and should, be a catalyst for improving communities. 

Some of Nitze Stagen's premier Seattle projects include the renovations of the Union Station and the Starbucks Center.  As part of the team chosen by the County to purchase and develop the old Kingdome North Lot, Nitze Stagen will be creating a mixed-use development increasing, by hundreds, the number of affordable housing units located in the historic Pioneer Square area.  Nitze Stagen is credited also with saving the First United Methodist Church, by putting together a proposal that will incorporate the sanctuary into a re-development of the block at Fifth Avenue and Marion.  

Mr. Daniels' extensive background in real estate includes over two decades of experience in the areas of property development and management in the Puget Sound region. Mr. Daniels is a Certified Public Accountant and is a Washington State real estate broker.  His community involvement includes: an initial member of the 4Culture board; member of the Puget Sound Business Forum board; president, Historic Seattle Foundation; member of the Historic Seattle Preservation and Development Authority board.
Peter Orser is the president of Quadrant Homes, one of the largest homebuilders in Washington.  Over the past ten years, Mr. Orser has led a reengineering of Quadrant's residential homebuilding operations, which delivered almost 1,400 homes in 2007.  Quadrant is committed to developing homes and communities that serve the needs of this County's residents.

Mr. Orser's civic commitments are diverse.  He is currently a commissioner and past Chairman of the King County Housing Authority, a board member and treasurer for the Cascade Land Conservancy, and a board member for the Seattle Chamber of Commerce.  He served as president of the King and Snohomish County Master Builders Association in 2004.  He also served on the Mercer Island planning commission and as a Mercer Island City Council member.
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