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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Katherine Cortes

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0391
	Date:
	October 7, 2015




SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0391 would revise Ordinance 18085, which created a task force to advise on creation of a King County immigrant and refugee commission, to allow the inclusion of an additional member on the task force.

SUMMARY

Ordinance 18085 directed the Executive to convene a task force to make recommendations on the creation of an immigrant and refugee commission, which would support expanded outreach and engagement efforts with limited English proficiency (LEP) communities. The ordinance limited the task force to eight to twelve members, including representatives of at least two immigrant and two refugee organizations (with one of each being small, local, community-based organizations), a faith-based organization, the minority business sector, and unincorporated King County; and a member knowledgeable about King County government operations.

Proposed Ordinance 2015-0391 would amend Ordinance 18085 to increase the maximum task force size by one, to thirteen members. This would allow a broadening of the voices represented on the task force through the appointment of a representative of the Eastern European immigrant community. The proposed ordinance further revises the appointment process to allow for waiver of the timing requirements, to facilitate adding this additional member.

BACKGROUND 

High and increasing numbers of King County’s residents come from other countries, as either refugees or immigrants. Out of two million residents in King County, the foreign-born population increased from 9.3 percent (140,600 residents) in 1990 to 15.4 percent (268,300 residents) in 2000 to 19.4 percent (359,400 residents) in 2008.[footnoteRef:1] It has now reached 21.1 percent (423,400 residents) as of the 2011-2013 U.S. Census American Community Survey. [1:  Data from King County demographer] 


The foreign-born population of King County is described in the figures below.


* Out of an estimated population of 2,007,700. Source: US Census American Community Survey 2011-13 data, County demographer compilation.


* Source: US Census American Community Survey 2011-13 data, County demographer compilation.
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As these figures demonstrate, foreign-born residents come from an array of different places. This diversity of origins may translate to a broad range of experiences as King County residents; different people bring different strengths and face different challenges.

Ordinance 18085 authorized creation of a task force to identify the ideal characteristics of a commission. The task force is intended to facilitate a deliberate approach to gathering community input and building a commission which reflects the demographics of the county and gives all voices a seat at the table. This approach in essence asks the community to identify the characteristics of a commission that would best serve them.

Task force members must be leaders within the immigrant and refugee communities with expertise in immigrant or refugee issues and the ability to engage relevant communities in identifying desirable characteristics of a commission. 

The twelve initial members of the task force meet the membership requirements as defined by Ordinance 18085 and provide a strong representation of King County’s diverse immigrant and refugee communities, including Central and South American, Asian, Southeast Asian, and African populations. However, this group does  not currently include representation from King County’s growing Eastern European communities. (As noted above, people born in Eastern Europe comprised eight percent of King County’s foreign born population, according to 2011-2013 Census Bureau data.)  Several candidates of Eastern European origin were identified but none were secured as members during the initial appointment period.  

Since then, Executive staff have reached agreement with Lola S. Zakharova to serve on the task force if appointed. Ms Zakharova, who moved to King County from Uzbekistan in 2006, is a practicing immigration attorney and serves on the Board of Directors of Seattle-Tashkent Sister City Association (STSCA), a non-profit 501(c)(3) citizen-diplomacy organization. She has extensive ties with the various ethnicities within the eastern European communities.

Adding an Eastern European member to the task force would offer King County an opportunity to strengthen ties with this community, bolstering the County’s efforts to engage all immigrants and refugees fairly and equitably through the work of the task force and the creation of the commission.   

The proposed ordinance raises the maximum number of members of the task force from 12 to 13, to allow for the appointment of the new member without specifying that this member must represent a particular group. It further allows waiver of the September 1, 2015 deadline for task force creation and 30- and 7-day Councilmember notification requirements for appointing members, provided that the Executive provides a written explanation of the need for this waiver. This provision would allow the thirteenth appointment to be expedited and allow the new member to join and participate as soon as possible in the work of the task force, which has already begun. 

Per Ordinance 18085, the task force is to submit a progress report by February 1, 2016, and a final report with recommendations on the creation of an immigrant and refugee commission by May 31, 2016. The proposed ordinance does not alter this timeline.


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2015-0391
2. Immigrant and Refugee Task Force Member List, October 1, 2015 

INVITED

1. Dylan Ordonez, Director of External Relations, King County Executive
2. Matias Valenzuela, Director, King County Office of Equity and Social Justice
3. Ericka Cox, Inclusion Manager, King County Office of Equity and Social Justice
4. Michelle Allison, Council Relations Manager, King County Executive
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