SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance Relating to Notice on Title in 

Wildlife Habitat Network

This summary applies to the draft dated April 29, 1999 and fulfills the state Growth Management Act and King County Ordinance 13147 requirement for a "plain language" summary.  

The proposed ordinance relates to notice on title in wildlife habitat networks.  The ordinance would amend K.C.C. 21A.14.260 through 270 to allow for wildlife habitat networks to be noticed on title instead of requiring them to be placed into an easement when the network is on an individual lot.  The ordinance also changes the protected area’s name from wildlife habitat corridor to wildlife habitat network to coincide with the adopted King County Comprehensive Plan map which officially designates the network location.  Language was also clarified that these areas are to be left in native vegetation.

The current code requires individual lots to place the wildlife habitat network into a conservation easement.  The purpose of this ordinance is to allow the set-aside the option of being protected through a notice on title that does not add an encumbrance on the land.  This approach is consistent with the protection of other set-asides such as sensitive areas on individual lots.  The ordinance leaves in place the requirement for subdivisions of land to place the wildlife habitat network segment in a separate tract
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