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SUBJECT
Overview of the King County Sheriff’s Office budget, mission, and services
SUMMARY

The KCSO provides primary law enforcement services for County and State laws. It has both regional and local unincorporated areas responsibilities.  It is a significant provider of contracted law enforcement to other jurisdictions in the county.

In addition to providing a variety of law enforcement services, the KCSO has a number of regional responsibilities, including the operation of the county’s Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS), E-911 call and dispatch, and King County Search and Rescue.  The Sheriff is responsible for armed security in the county’s courthouses.  

The 2010 KCSO budget is $142 million budget for 1,021 FTE. Approximately 49 percent of the KCSO budget is funded through General Fund sources. KCSO also receives Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) funds.
The KCSO is organized in to four divisions, in addition to a small Office of the Sherriff.  The four divisions are:
Field Operations Division

Provides uniformed patrol services, precinct-based detectives, crime prevention, storefronts, and reserve deputies throughout the county

Criminal Investigations 

Provides child support enforcement, manages court security, and provides follow-up investigative, warrant, and intelligence-gathering services including homicide, domestic violence, computer fraud, forgery, custodial interference, sexual assault, arson, and many other types of criminal offenses
Special Operations 

Provides specialized law enforcement support services to other county divisions, regional services to local agencies, and contract police service to Metro Transit, roads, and the King County Airport

Technical Services

Provides direct services including the county’s emergency 911 and fingerprint identification and “back-office” support services such as personnel, contracting, and accounting services
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The King County Sheriff's Office has provided contract police services for over 25 years. Currently, the sheriff's office serves 12 cities and towns with contract police services.  The provides services to almost 20 other organizations including the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Forest Service, King County International Airport, Metro Transit, Sound Transit, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, King County Housing Authority, state agencies, and school districts.  Revenues from these contracts and other revenues covers over 51percent of the KCSO operating costs. 
2010 Potential Issue Areas
The following areas may be the subject of briefings and/or legislation for the LJHHS Committee in 2010: 

Annexations – Cities throughout King County are being strongly encouraged to annex their Preferred Annexation Areas.  With moving these areas into incorporated cities, these annexations will result in a shift of tax revenues from the County to the annexing cities.  Offsetting these revenue shifts are the reductions in King County’s local (unincorporated areas) service delivery responsibilities.  The extent to which the revenue and service delivery shifts align, or do not align, annexations are likely to be a 2010 policy matter that the LJHHS Committee will receive briefings on.
Facilities – The Sheriff continues to face significant capital issues such as evidence storage and relocation of the Criminal Investigative Division from the Maleng Regional Justice Center to a more central location. These facility issues are linked with other criminal justice facility matters and are the subject of integrated facility planning by the Executive.   
Security – The 2010 adopted budget contains a proviso requiring transmittal of a report, budget and legislation related to the consolidation of Courthouse Security Screening by June 15, 2010.
Office of Law Enforcement Oversight (OLEO) – With funding provided in the 2010 budget, establishment of this new office has been identified as a high priority of the Council in 2010.  Initial steps will involve appointment of a citizens’ committee, and search and selection of an OLEO director.
Strategic Plan - The KCSO completed a five year strategic plan in 2009. The plan is guide for decisions and is used to inform stakeholders of how the Sheriff’s Office core values relate to its business initiatives. 
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