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June 14, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am submitting for your approval a motion that will authorize the King County Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division to jointly produce with the City of Seattle a video voters’ guide for both the September 20, 2005 primary and the November 8, 2005 general election, and will fund the County’s portion of a video voters’ guide for certain candidates for office in Seattle and King County.

The production of this video voters’ guide has become traditional since 1993 in odd-numbered years when King County and Seattle candidates run for office.  The production is now handled cooperatively between the County’s Civic Television Station (CTV) and the City’s municipal video channel (Seattle Channel) with oversight, as in the past, by the Director of the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division for the County and the Executive Director of the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission for the City.  

The guide is intended only for those willing candidates for the offices of King County Executive, King County Sheriff, the nine Metropolitan King County Council seats that are up this year, the candidates for Seattle Mayor, City Attorney, the four City Council seats, plus the candidates for the offices of the Seattle School Board, Port of Seattle Commission, and the two Seattle Popular Monorail Authority seats.

We plan to produce the guide in two taped versions:  one including the County offices and the Port Commission and the other including the Seattle municipal candidates and those from the Seattle School District and Seattle Popular Monorail Authority.  Those County Council candidates for districts primarily in Seattle may be included in the second tape as well.  The idea is to provide not only different tapes for Seattle and the rest of the County but also to limit the playing time because one tape with all candidates would be too long for the typical TV-watcher’s attention span.

Each candidate will be provided the same amount of time and be under the same circumstances for taping his or her segment as described in the Administrative Rules, a copy of which accompanies this letter.  Broadcasting will begin the week that the absentee ballots and printed voters’ pamphlets are distributed for both the primary and general election.  Copies of each tape will be distributed to branches of the King County and Seattle public libraries for those who do not have cable access.

A project manager will be hired to implement the program under the joint supervision of the Director and Executive Director.  This will include coordinating the running of the guides on county/city channels and on network channels at available times, as well as public service announcements promoting the viewing of the guides.

A copy of the proposed budget is an attachment to the motion.  Approval of the motion in effect authorizes expenditures not to exceed $40,000 per election, which is more than the estimated cost for production.  No supplemental appropriation is requested for this expenditure, as the costs will be accommodated within the current budget.  Please note that the budget estimate is approximately $4,000 more than the most recently produced guide in 2003.  This is due to inflation and the greater number of candidates expected.

I recommend that the Council favorably consider this proposal and authorize its implementation by passage of the accompanying motion.

If you have any questions regarding the proposed ordinance, please contact Dean Logan, Division Director, Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division, at 206-296-1540.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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