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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT
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	9
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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0517 would require that at least one citizen representative on the King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee live within a mile of the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. 

SUMMARY

King County’s Solid Waste Division (SWD) operates a regional solid waste system for the unincorporated area and 37 partner cities. This system includes one remaining local landfill, the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill, a 920-acre site located in unincorporated Maple Valley.

The King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) is authorized by state law[footnoteRef:1] and established in King County Code.[footnoteRef:2] SWAC is charged with advising the County on all aspects of solid waste management and planning, as well as reviewing and commenting on proposed solid waste management rules, policies or ordinances prior to adoption. By code, the committee shall be comprised of at least nine and not more than twenty members representing a balance of interests, including citizens, industry representatives, local elected public officials, and other stakeholder groups.  [1:  R.C.W. 70.95.165 ]  [2:  K.C.C. 10.28] 


Currently, none of the appointed citizen representatives on the SWAC live near the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0517 would require that at least one of the citizen representatives live within a mile of the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. 

BACKGROUND 

Regional Solid Waste System. The King County Solid Waste Division (SWD) operates a regional solid waste system in which the County is responsible with providing solid waste planning, management, transfer, and disposal services through 2040 for the unincorporated area and 37 partner cities that have signed interlocal agreements (ILAs). In support of this system, SWD operates eight transfer stations, two drop boxes, the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill, as well as waste prevention and recycling programs. 
King County receives solid waste at its transfer stations and drop boxes from solid waste haulers and self-haul customers. These waste loads are consolidated, transferred onto trailers, and transported by truck to the Cedar Hills landfill in unincorporated Maple Valley.

King County’s Cedar Hills Regional Landfill has served as the final disposal destination for the region’s mixed municipal solid waste since opening in 1965. It currently receives more than 900,000 tons of waste each year.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Motion 15174] 


Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC). The King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) is authorized by state law[footnoteRef:4] and established in King County Code.[footnoteRef:5] SWAC is charged with advising the County on all aspects of solid waste management and planning, as well as reviewing and commenting on proposed solid waste management rules, policies or ordinances prior to adoption.  [4:  R.C.W. 70.95.165 ]  [5:  K.C.C. 10.28] 


By code and state law, the committee shall be comprised of at least nine and not more than twenty members representing a balance of interests, including:
· Citizens;
· Public interest groups;
· Business;
· Waste management industry representatives;
· Local elected public officials;
· Recycling industry representatives;
· Labor representatives;
· Manufacturers located in King County; and
· Marketing and education interests.

Members are appointed by the Executive, subject to confirmation by Council motion, to serve a term of three years or until their successor is appointed and confirmed. Appointees may be reappointed to serve consecutive terms.

ANALYSIS

Currently, none of the appointed citizen representatives on the SWAC live near the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0517 would require that at least one of the citizen representatives live within a mile of the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Ordinance 2018-0517

INVITED

1. Pat McLaughlin, Director, Solid Waste Division
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