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King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  4


DATE:  May 15, 2008
PROPOSED ORDINANCE:  2008-0243

PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into an interlocal agreement between King County and the State of Washington Department of ecology relating to litter emphasis patrols.
SUMMARY:  The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) provides law enforcement services to unincorporated King County and, through contracts, to cities, Metro Transit, the King County Airport, Indian Tribes, the King County Housing Authority, the federal government, and school districts.  The sheriff also contracts with cities, and other agencies, for specialized police services including specialized patrols and targeted law enforcement.  These contracts for police service enhancements recover the full costs of providing the services.

This proposed ordinance, if approved, will allow the Sheriff’s Office to enter into an agreement with the Washington State Department of Ecology. Under this agreement, the Sheriff’s Office will provide additional litter emphasis enforcement on an overtime basis for periods of up to several weeks each year for five years from March 1, 2008 through June 30, 2012.  This contract also allows parties to extend the agreement for a period of up to three additional years, by written mutual agreement.  Previous agreements were for one-year periods-this agreement acknowledges the effectiveness of the program and allows for its continuation through the summer of 2012.

The geographic areas of emphasis for this project are roads in and around King County Recycling and Transfer Stations, but may extend throughout the county.  During the emphasis patrols, deputies will contact drivers to educate them about litter laws and to cite them for violations.  There will be a zero tolerance policy for litter violators, who will be cited accordingly.
This agreement is part of a multi-agency effort, including the Kitsap County Sheriff and the Washington State Patrol, to increase public awareness about properly securing loads.  In addition, the King and Kitsap County solid waste departments are also increasing their educational efforts at the landfills and transfer stations.  The Department of Ecology will be providing media support to increase public awareness.
This agreement is part of an annual countywide public awareness campaign about secured loads.  The public awareness campaign started in 2006 and involves educating county employees of their responsibilities to secure their loads while conducting county business, followed by public education and enforcement of state and county laws.  The goals are to increase awareness and to ensure that all vehicles arriving at county transfer stations and the landfill have secured loads.  According to the State Department of Ecology, over 16 million pounds of "stuff" is tossed and blown onto interstate, state and county roads every year in Washington State.  Through the proposed litter emphasis patrols, the Sheriff’s Office intends to help to reduce driving hazards while also protecting the environment.  This is the second year of this project.
Deputies will conduct the special emphasis patrols as an overtime assignment.  The county will be reimbursed for its full costs, up to $12,000, for each year of the contract (for a total of up to $60,000 over the life of this agreement).

ATTACHMENTS:
1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Ordinance 2008-0243
3.  Fiscal Note

4.  Proposed Agreement Between King County and the State Department of Ecology






