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February 10, 2009
BRIEFING:              2009-B0030    
PREPARED BY:  
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  Briefing on the Status of Court Information Technology Programs, Especially the Status of the State's Progress on Replacing Statewide Case Management Systems.
SUMMARY:  Staff from the county’s Superior and District Courts will brief the committee on the status of the court’s information technology systems for records management, but also for managing court caseloads.  The courts will also describe the impact of the state’s delayed implementation of a consolidated case management system.
BACKGROUND:  The Superior Court is the county’s jurisdiction trial court and has responsibility for civil matters, family law cases, criminal (any adult criminal case filed as a felony), and juvenile criminal offenses (all misdemeanor and felony cases) throughout the county. The court currently operates out of Seattle (the County Courthouse and Youth Services Center) and Kent (Regional Justice Center).  The court has almost 75,000 criminal, civil, and other case filings annually.  In addition, the court is responsible for juvenile court services and court-ordered supervision and treatment.  The court is supported by the Department of Judicial Administration—which acts as the Superior Court Clerk--and administers all court records for civil matters, family law cases, felonies, and juvenile criminal offenses filed in the Superior Court.  The department handles about 1.5 million documents and cases annually.
The District Court is the county’s court of “limited jurisdiction” and has responsibility for traffic infractions, certain civil matters, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the county’s unincorporated areas, cities that contract with the court, and for the adjudication of “state” offenses (violations of state statute in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol or other state law enforcement agency). The King County District Court is the largest court of limited jurisdiction in the State, providing District Court services to more than 1.8 million King County residents.  The court currently has 21 judges that operate out of five divisions at ten locations throughout the county.  The court processes a quarter million new filings per year in addition to a significant number of pending open cases from previous years.
Under state law, incorporated cities can operate courts of limited jurisdiction to enforce city ordinances.  However, state statute also allows cities to contract with District Court for local city court services.  Presently in King County, many cities choose to provide court services through a municipal court—separate from the county’s District Court system.  However, 13 cities currently contract with King County for District Court services and plan on continuing to contract with the county (12 cities for full court services and one city for more limited weekend in-custody services).
State statute and the Washington State Supreme Court (through Administrative Office of the Court--AOC) establish the requirements for court records.  Over time, several computer based information systems have been developed to maintain court records.  The AOC is responsible, among other things, for maintaining the Judicial Information System (JIS), which provides case management automation for the Washington Courts.  These JIS systems include a number of court-specific databases.  Superior courts use the Superior Court Management Information System (SCOMIS) to record parties and legal instruments filed in superior court cases, to set cases on court calendars, and to enter case judgments and final dispositions.  SCOMIS is a countywide case based system.  Superior courts began using SCOMIS beginning in 1977.  District Courts use the District Court Information System (DCIS) from about the same time.  However, Superior courts began using the JIS Application in addition to SCOMIS in 1994-1995.  And District Courts began using JIS in 1983.  
The courts use the JIS systems for their primary court records, but also use a variety of other systems for document and resource management.  These systems range from the Electronic Court Records systems used in both the Superior and District courts, to automated systems for managing juries, court dockets, and interpreters.  These systems allow the courts to operate more efficiently and allow for the best case management possible for court users and for the overall law and justice system.  In 2008, both the county’s Superior and District Courts received different awards for county-created information technology systems supporting the courts.

In 2008, the state had planned a significant upgrade to the JIS that would have allowed for major improvements in case management.  As part of the 2008 Budget, the council approved reserves that would have allowed for the transition of the Superior and District Courts to the new statewide system.  However, the state cancelled the upgrade.
ATTENDEES:

1. Hon. Wesley SaintClair, Judge, King County Superior Court
2. Hon. Barbara Linde, Presiding Judge, King County District Court

3. Paul Sherfey, Chief Administrative Officer, King County Superior Court

4. Barbara Minor, Director/Superior Court Clerk, Department of Judicial Administration

5. Lea Ennis, King County Superior Court

6. Kathy Grindle, King County District Court
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