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The Honorable Dow Constantine





November 2, 2009
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

Enclosed is an ordinance establishing a demonstration program for the countywide installation of electric vehicle charging stations.  The demonstration charging station program will serve King County’s existing and future fleet of plug-in electric vehicles, and provide the public limited, fee-based access to the charging facilities.  
The electric vehicle charging station demonstration program will install charging stations on county-owned property and at selected vanshare/vanpool employer sites where a direct county purpose will be served.  Charging station installation sites will include park-and-rides, vanpool and vanshare parking sites, and county fleet parking facilities.  Under this demonstration project, the charging stations will primarily serve county owned vehicles at vanpool and vanshare parking sites, county fleet parking sites, and serve peak-period commuters at park-and-ride lots.  At park-and-ride lots, the public will be assessed a fee to use the charging station, and at all other non-park-and-ride lots, the public will have access to the charging stations for a fee if a King County vehicle is not occupying the charging station.
We believe King County will receive approximately $1 million from several grant sources, to advance the electric vehicle charging station program.  In addition, King County has been selected as a participant in the Electric Transportation Engineering Corporation (eTeC) and the Nissan electric vehicle program to receive one or more charging stations at no cost for each Nissan electric vehicle purchased.  Policy considerations will be made to allow for public use of the charging facilities when not being used by a county vehicle.  This will help prepare our region for the shift towards privately owned plug-in hybrid and all-electric vehicles and encourage mainstream public use of electric vehicles.  

The program will require a minimum of 50 percent cost recovery during the demonstration phase and 100 percent recovery after three years.  The program will also help to advance new technology to promote mainstream use of electric vehicles.  Costs associated with the program will be paid for through a fee paid by every vehicle using a charging station.  The fee charged will cover the costs of planning and administration, vehicle charging, facility enforcement, and any incurred capital costs.  Carbon reduction savings may also be considered as an offset to the total costs.

Capital costs for installation can vary from site to site depending on the existing infrastructure.  Each installation will consist of three stages to bring electricity to the parking stall, involving different parties to complete each stage. The stages include:

· To-site infrastructure – An assessment must be done by the building’s or facility’s electrical utility agency to determine if additional electrical infrastructure needs to be provided to the site.  If needed, new or additional electrical service must be brought to the site under guidance from the utility company.

· On-site infrastructure – Building or facility owners must work with electrical experts to determine the ability to bring on-site electrical service to the parking stall designated for electric vehicles.  If needed, a certified electrician is required to install electrical service to the parking stall.

· Charging station installation – A certified electrician or other qualified technician will be required to install the charging station at the parking stall.

I recommend the King County Council approve this three-year demonstration program.   If you have any questions about this proposed ordinance, please call Ron Posthuma, Assistant Director, King County Department of Transportation, at 206-684-1007.
Sincerely,

Kurt Triplett

King County Executive
Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Interim Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council




  Frank Abe, Communications Director

Beth Goldberg, Deputy Director, Office of Management and Budget

Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Laurie Brown, Deputy Director, DOT


Ron Posthuma, Assistant Director, DOT


Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT

