[image: image1.png]u

King County




Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Kelli Carroll

	Proposed No.:
	2012-B0019
	Date:
	February 14, 2012

	Invited:
	Melinda Giovengo, Executive Director, YouthCare


SUBJECT

Information on the local implementation of Safe Place, an outreach program providing immediate help and safety for youth in crisis.
SUMMARY

Safe Place is a national non-profit organization that builds local community safety nets for young people under age 18 in crisis. Safe Place is active in 39 states with over 21,000 sites across the nation.
Safe Place creates a network of Safe Place locations such as schools, fire stations, libraries, grocery and convenience stores, public transit, YMCAs and other appropriate public venues that extend the doors of the youth service agency or emergency shelter throughout the community. These locations allow youth to easily access immediate help wherever they are. A yellow and black diamond-shaped Safe Place sign to indicate participation in Safe Place is displayed in the locations. 
King County Safe Place is led by YouthCare, in partnership with King County Metro, Auburn Youth Resources, and Friends of Youth. King County Safe Place is the largest Safe Place partner in the state.
BACKGROUND

Need for Safety: Youth in crisis and on the streets are targets for violence and sexual exploitation. 
· On any given night United Way estimates that there are 700-1,000 young people in the Seattle area who have no safe place to sleep. 
· Further, it is estimated that at least 300-500 children in King County under the age of 18 are sexually exploited each year. 
· Studies show that within 48 hours of being on the street, one in three youth will be approached by a predator. 
The purpose of Safe Place is to provide a safe alternative for youth who for any reason find themselves homeless and in need of a safe alternative to remaining alone on the streets. 
Safe Place Mission: The mission of Safe Place is to provide access to immediate help and supportive resources for all young people in crisis through a network of sites sustained by qualified agencies, trained volunteers and businesses.
How it Works: Any youth under age 18 can get help at a Safe Place site. 

· A youth enters a location or tells a transit operator, “I need a safe place”. 
· The employee will find a safe and comfortable spot where the youth can wait while the local Safe Place agency is contacted. 

· Within 20 to 30 minutes, a Safe Place designated person will arrive to talk with the youth and help them figure out their options.

· The Safe Place person will take the youth to a shelter or counseling agency if available and the youth is willing. The decision to go to a shelter is voluntary.

The next steps for the youth depend on each individual’s needs, with options available ranging from counseling to reuniting youth with family or friends. In the absence of alternatives, youth can be taken to a safe shelter. 
Safe Place in King County: In King County, young people have another option if they need help quickly. They can text for help in finding the closest Safe Place location. By texting the word “SAFE” and their current location to 69866, youth can get help within seconds.  In the King County area, youth who use this option will be referred to shelters that will provide the assistance they need.

In King County, Safe Place was launched in 2011 in partnership with the youth serving agencies YouthCare, Auburn Youth Resources, and Friends of Youth. In August of 2011, Metro joined the partnership. There are 1,300 Metro buses and 2,700 bus drivers participating in King County Safe Place. Sound Transit buses serving King County are also participating in the program. During the last four months, 22 youth have been served by the Safe Place program.
Potential Budgetary Implications: None identified at this time. 
ATTACHMENTS
1. Safe Place PowerPoint
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