17052
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

Ordinance No. 17052
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council (the Council) held a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA) on Monday, March 21, 2011, beginning at 1:30 p.m.  The purpose of this public hearing was to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2011-0041 (Ordinance 17052) adopting code revisions relating to the Public Benefit Rating System.










SUMMARY

Ordinance 17052 revises code provisions for the Public Benefit Rating System that make the program more accessible to interested applicants, that clarify the requirements for participation, streamline public notice requirements, eliminate duplicative benefit provisions, and make similar program revisions to update and strengthen the program.
Ordinance 17052 would:

· Strengthen an “incentives” approach to encouraging landowners to retain forest cover on their lands, by reducing the proportion of a property that must be held in forest cover in order to qualify for the program; 
· Make current use taxation benefit more available to small farms by lowering the acreage requirement for participation in the Farms and Agricultural Lands category to 1 acre.

· Decrease the burden on participants by revising the public notice requirements for posting and mailing

· Eliminate duplicative resource categories

· Increase waivers for application fees where a resource management plan is being prepared

· Establishes monitoring requirements for program participation
· Make a variety of other program updates and revisions to address applicant needs and program experience.
A copy of Ordinance 17052 will be mailed upon request to the Clerk of the Council, Room 1200, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104, telephone 206-296-1020.  It is available on the Internet at http://www.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/notice_enactment.aspx.

Dated at Seattle, Washington this 6th day of April, 2011.
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Anne Noris

Clerk of the Council

