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March 31, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

The attached ordinance is intended to document approval of the creation of criminal court commissioner positions of the King County Superior Court.
The Washington State Constitution authorizes the appointment of court commissioners to perform a variety of functions in support of the court as quasi-judicial officers.  The commissioners authorized by the state constitution are appointed to perform a variety of duties such as hearing matters related to probate, issuing temporary restraining orders and presiding over various pretrial matters in adult criminal cases.  There is a set limit of three of these commissioners per county who can be appointed to hear these matters at any one time.  Further, previous legislation also authorized appointment of additional commissioners to assist in hearing Superior Court matters in specific areas of law including mental health and family law.
2009 legislation authorized the Presiding Judge in counties with a population greater than 400,000 to appoint new supplementary court commissioners specifically to aid in the disposition of adult criminal matters (Chapter 140, Laws of Washington 2009).  This legislation must be approved by the county legislative authority in order to be implemented.   Superior Court intends to use existing family law and mental health commissioners to perform the criminal court functions authorized by this legislation.  
No fiscal impact of implementing this legislation is indicated.  A fiscal note reflecting this is attached.
I urge your prompt approval to allow existing Superior Court commissioners to perform these additional functions to assist the efficient administration of superior court.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Paul Sherfey, Chief Administrative Officer, King County Superior Court
