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SUBJECT

Briefing on the Access to Transit Study and the Transit Long Range Plan.

SUMMARY

This briefing will update Committee members on two transit planning efforts initiated through the 2013 update of the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 (Transit Strategic Plan) and the King County Metro Service Guidelines (Service Guidelines).

The Access to Transit Study Phase 2 Report is due to the County Council by December 31, 2015.  This study evaluates the need for physical infrastructure to enable people to reach transit service; it informs both the update of the Strategic Plan and Service Guidelines that will be transmitted to the County Council by December 15, 2015, and also the Transit Long Range Plan.

The Transit Long Range Plan is under development in consultation with the staff of cities, Sound Transit, and other transit agencies.  The Long Range Plan is expected to be transmitted to the Council in mid-2016.
The Transit Strategic Plan-Service Guidelines update and the Transit Long Range Plan are both mandatory referrals to the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) because they are countywide plans relating to public transit.  Following RTC review and action, the Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee (or its successor), is expected to consider the Transit Strategic Plan-Service Guidelines update in the second quarter of 2016, and the Long Range Plan later in 2016.

BACKGROUND

Access to Transit Study

Section 3 of Ordinance 17641, approving the 2013 update to the Transit Strategic Plan, required development of the Access to Transit Study in two phases, the second phase being due on December 31, 2015.  The text of Section 3 is Attachment 1 to this staff report.

Initiation of the Access to Transit Study resulted from city concerns about barriers to the use of Metro transit service such as inadequate park-and-ride facilities and pedestrian and bicycle access to transit stops.  Note that this issue is not related to the Access Paratransit program, which provides service comparable to fixed-route bus service to individuals whose disabilities prevent them from using the regular, fixed-route transit service.

Motion 14089 approved a detailed Work Plan; Motion 14319 acknowledged receipt of the Phase 1 Report and directed the preparation of an interim report, due on July 1, 2015.

This passage from the July 1 Report provide a sense of the Study’s focus:

Access to transit can be broken down into four aspects:
· The quality and ease of the connection, including the infrastructure, amenities and technology that the rider uses to connect to transit service
· The mode the rider uses to connect to transit service, such as walking, biking and driving
· The environment where the access point is located, including land use and the street and sidewalk network
· The type of service the rider wants to connect to

This broad definition of access takes into account such variables as whether there are complete, safe sidewalks, whether riders feel secure walking to transit stops or waiting at park-and-rides, whether there is parking available at a park-and-ride, whether there is a bench available for those with limited mobility to sit while waiting for a bus, or whether there is room to safely store or transport a bicycle.

Here is a link to the July 2015 Report:

http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2368661&GUID=9C575AB8-EB5D-4008-982E-9ADA98AD9D5F&Options=ID|&Search=2015 

Here is a link to the Access to Transit Phase 1 Report and Motion 14319, which acknowledges receipt of the Phase 1 Report:

http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2108240&GUID=511122B2-C9D0-4E76-983D-428FEB3C8892&Options=ID|&Search=


Long Range Plan

The 2013 update to the Transit Strategic Plan added new Strategy 6.1.2 calling for development of a Transit Long Range Plan worked out in collaboration with other jurisdictions.  Strategy 6.1.2 is Attachment 2 to this staff report.  The 2015-2016 biennium Transit budget includes funding for Long Range Plan development, which is now under way.  The genesis of the Long Range Plan was city interest in ensuring that their comprehensive planning efforts should be coordinated more effectively with King County Metro plans.  The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) approves local jurisdictions’ comprehensive plans and sets regional transportation goals; Strategy 6.1.2 reflects an interest in direct city-transit agency collaboration to ensure more effective coordination and implementation of the PSRC’s ambitious transit expansion goals.  

The Long Range Plan will describe Metro’s role through 2040 in providing mobility to people who work, live or visit King County.  The plan will lay out a system of public transportation options that are financially responsible, meet the regional transportation goals in the PSRC's Transportation 2040 and Vision 2040 plans, and reflect the values of the local communities Metro serves. It will guide the actions Metro will take through 2040 to strengthen a coordinated, regional transportation system.
The PSRC is projecting sizable growth in the region’s population and jobs.  Measured by total employment, King County has the largest economy in the state. It is home to nearly 42 percent of the jobs in Washington, and is expected to see a major influx of new jobs over the next 25 years. King County’s job growth between 2014 and 2040 is projected to outpace population growth— 560,000 new jobs compared to 360,000 new residents.

Greater job and residential density in the growth centers is a cornerstone of regional efforts to preserve natural resources, limit adverse environmental effects of sprawl, and allow more travel needs to be met with trips that include pedestrian, bicycle, and transit segments.  If achieved, this kind of regional growth pattern would contribute to the achievement of many King County goals including improved health outcomes, reduced greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, energy conservation, and equity/social justice outcomes.

The timing of the Metro Transit LRP is tied to Sound Transit’s update to its Long Range Plan.  Even with Link Light Rail expanding to the north and east, the PSRC’s regional vision relies on expanded Metro bus service hours and increased bus trips.  King County Metro currently provides about 400,000 daily boardings on an average weekday.  The regional transportation plan projects more than 700,000 daily weekday boardings on Metro services by 2040.  Within King County, Sound Transit’s rail services will provide high capacity transit service to more of the regional growth centers, but Metro bus trips will still be the most common form of transit ridership.  Metro bus service hours, currently in the 3.5 million hour per year range, would increase to 5.8 million hours per year.

King County Metro staff has been engaged with staff from the cities and transit agencies throughout the year.  Cities were invited to participate in a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that has met several times during the year.  King County Metro’s webpage for the TAC has a wealth of information on the LRP and the issues driving it:

http://metro.kingcounty.gov/advisory-groups/long-range-plan-tech-committee

Today’s presentation will provide an overview of the LRP progress to date and identify areas that are still under development.



ATTACHMENTS

1. Section 3 of Ordinance 17641 (Access to Transit Study)
2. Strategy 6.1.2 of the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 (Metro Transit Long Range Plan)

Note: Access to Transit Study and Long Range Plan Presentation, King County Transit Division will be available at the Committee meeting.


INVITED

· Victor Obeso, Deputy General Manager Planning and Customer Service, King County Transit Division
· Christina O’Claire, Manager Strategy and Performance, King County Transit Division
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