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February 22, 2016


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits an ordinance that authorizes King County to enter into a 20-year concession agreement with Go Ape Cougar-Squak LLC to design, build, and operate a treetop adventure course, consisting of zip lines, elevated swings, obstacles and walkway, at the Cougar Squak Corridor property.

The Parks Business Plan directs the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to secure partnerships with organizations and businesses that generate revenue for King County Parks and provide recreational amenities. This ordinance enables King County to provide a public amenity that combines outdoor recreation with environmental education opportunities.

This legislation addresses King County’s Strategic Plan goals related to health and human potential, environmental sustainability, and financial stewardship by:
· providing a new outdoor recreational amenity suitable for adult and youth participation;
· incorporating environmental education for youth into the operational mission of the new facility; and
· leveraging Go Ape’s capital investment to generate significant revenue to King County Parks.

This legislation supports the objectives and strategies of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by utilizing green building techniques and facilitating direct interaction between the public and the natural environment. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]This legislation meets the goals of the Equity and Social Justice Initiative by providing King County residents with access to healthy natural environments.  Go Ape is committed to working with local school districts and community organizations to encourage youth to get outdoors.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will provide outdoor recreation opportunities and environmental stewardship education for King County residents, as well as revenue supporting King County Parks.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of 
the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-477-4525.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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