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February 20, 2008
The Honorable Julia Patterson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:

I am pleased to transmit to you an ordinance that would allow the Executive to execute an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) with the city of Renton (City) to provide for continued permit processing assistance by the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) for permits vested under county codes within the Benson Hill Communities potential annexation area prior to annexation.  

As you will recall, the County Council recently authorized the execution of an annexation interlocal agreement with the city of Renton for the Benson Hill Communities annexation.  That annexation will occur on March 1, 2008.  As is our policy for all annexing cities, Renton was offered DDES permitting services as part of the annexation agreement.  Renton initially declined the offer and thus, the standard permitting agreement appendix was not included in the general annexation agreement approved earlier this year.  Upon review of the amount of land use and permitting activity in the area, the City determined that the best way to provide a seamless continuity of service to permit holders in the Potential Annexation Area is for DDES to continue to process these permits.  The attached interlocal agreement will accomplish this.    

Processing of vested permits is a service that the county offers to all annexing cities.  Basically, rather than ask city staff to become expert in processing county codes, most cities find it expeditious to accept the offer of DDES services.  The cost to the county of providing the permitting service is funded from land use permitting fees already collected under county approved fee schedules.  The County Council has approved this service arrangement as part of several recent annexation interlocal agreements.  Specifically, Federal Way, Auburn, and Issaquah all asked for and were granted DDES permit processing assistance as part of the annexation agreements executed in the last two years.  
We anticipate that there will be a gap in time between the March 1, 2008 effective date of the annexation, and the date by which this standalone agreement can be executed.  In that period, only the City can make final decisions as to granting of permits and applications for vested applications in accordance with applicable King County code.  The county will work closely with the city of Renton to ensure they are able to respond to any time sensitive decisions in advance of the execution of the ILA.
The fiscal impact of the ILA is addressed in the attached fiscal note.  The 2008 Adopted Budget did not reflect the results of the November Benson Hill Communities annexation election due to timing.  Accordingly, DDES was provided adequate budget authority to process vested and new permits in the Benson Hill area.  The fiscal note shows the impact of the adoption of this ILA on the workload of DDES given what was assumed in the 2008 budget.  Accordingly, it shows a reduction in DDES revenues from new permit applications and associated expenditures as those will be handled by the City.  It also shows the amount of 2008 expenditures that will remain in DDES’ base budget to process the vested applications in 2008.  
If you have any questions regarding the agreement, please contact either Elissa Benson, Annexation Initiative Manager, at 206-206-3414, or Tim Attebery, Public Affairs Director in the Department of Development and Environmental Services, at 206-296-6682.  
Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive
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