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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0164 would authorize the Executive to enter into agreements with the SeaShore Transportation Forum (SeaShore), Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP), and South County Area Transportation Board (SCATBd), committing to their continuation and King County staff support through December 31, 2027.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0164 would approve revised interlocal agreements for the three area transportation forums that were established in the 1990s to provide input to the Metro Transit Department, Sound Transit, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC), and other transportation providers. The proposed agreements are largely the same as those that were approved in 2022 via Ordinance 19471 for the period from 2021 through 2024.

BACKGROUND 

ETP was officially formed in 1991, SCATBd in 1992, and SeaShore in 1995. Each group shares information about local and regional transportation issues at monthly meetings and provides input to Metro, Sound Transit, WSDOT, PSRC, and other transportation agencies. Members pay dues of $100 per year per voting member. As designated lead agency, the County provides staff support and is exempt from paying dues. The County Executive and two Councilmembers may serve on each Board, with the designated member able to designate an alternate who can vote in the member’s absence.

In the past, Metro bus service was allocated by subarea. As initially constituted, the ETP, SeaShore, and SCATBd agreements represented the subareas and provided the County with geographic-focused input on Metro policy. Following the County’s transition from Metro subareas to a service framework with specific priorities for service investment,[footnoteRef:1] the agreements were revised in 2013 to refer in general terms to the area of the County each Board covers and to avoid the term subarea. [1:  For more information, see the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation and King County Metro Service Guidelines (Ordinance 19367).] 




ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0164 would renew through the end of 2027 the agreements with the three transportation forums: SeaShore (Attachment A), ETP (Attachment B), and SCATBd (Attachment C). Please see Attachment 4 to this staff report for maps of the geographic areas covered by the three transportation forums. The proposed agreements include several changes in membership:

· Two Snohomish County cities (Mountlake Terrace and Edmonds) would become limited voting members of SeaShore 
· Renton, which had been a member of both SCATBd and ETP, will henceforth be a member only of ETP 

Table 1 shows the members of each forum and their number of voting representatives.

Table 1. Transportation Board Membership and Number of Votes

	SeaShore
	ETP
	SCATBd

	Full Voting Members:
Lake Forest Park: 2
Seattle: 2
Shoreline: 2
King County: 3[footnoteRef:2] [2:  King County members of SeaShore are County Executive plus two Councilmembers representing districts in Seattle and North King County.] 


Limited Voting Members:
Snohomish County: 1
Mountlake Terrace: 1
Edmonds: 1
	Full Voting Members:
Bellevue: 2
Bothell: 2
Issaquah: 2
Kenmore: 2
Kirkland: 2
Mercer Island: 2
Newcastle: 2
Redmond: 2
Renton: 2
Sammamish: 2
Woodinville: 2
Small Cities: 2[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ETP Small Cities share two representatives: Beaux Arts, Clyde Hill, Hunts Point, Medina, Yarrow Point] 

Snoqualmie Valley Cities: 2[footnoteRef:4] [4:  ETP Snoqualmie Valley Cities share two representatives: Carnation, Duvall, North Bend, Snoqualmie] 

King County: 3[footnoteRef:5] [5:  King County members of ETP are County Executive plus two Councilmembers. ] 


Limited Voting Members:
Snohomish County: 1
	Full Voting Members:
Algona: 1
Auburn: 1
Black Diamond: 1
Burien: 1
Covington: 1
Des Moines: 1
Enumclaw: 1
Federal Way: 1
Kent: 1
Maple Valley: 1
Milton: 1
Normandy Park: 1
Pacific: 1
SeaTac: 1
Tukwila: 1
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe: 1
King County: 3[footnoteRef:6] [6:  King County members of SCATBd are County Executive plus two Councilmembers.] 





The designated representatives from King County, the King County cities, and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe in the case of SCATBd, are members with full voting rights. These members can vote on:

· Administrative issues, such as approval of an operating agreement, additional members and use of dues. 
· Identification of projects for the regional competition, if prescribed by the process approved by the King County caucus of the Transportation Policy Board.
· Recommendations to Sound Transit on policies, capital and service plans, and implementation.
· Recommendations to King County on Metro Transit planning, development and implementation of products and services. 
· Recommendations to WSDOT on policies, programs and projects.
· Recommendations to the PSRC on plans, policies, programs, and projects such as Transportation 2040[footnoteRef:7] updates and regional funding policies, strategies or programs. [7:  Transportation 2040 was updated with the 2022-2050 Regional Transportation Plan by a vote of the PSRC General Assembly on May 26, 2022. The agreements still refer to Transportation 2040.] 

· Recommendations to the State Legislature and state committees and commissions established by the Legislature on transportation policy, budgets, priorities, legislative proposals, and studies.
· Recommendations to the federal delegation on federal legislation including reauthorization and funding priorities and other transportation-related programs.
· Letters of support for transportation projects.

By unanimous vote, the members with full voting rights can approve members with limited voting rights. These members may participate on:

· Recommendations to WSDOT on policies, programs and projects.
· Recommendations to the PSRC on plans, policies, programs and projects, such as Transportation 2040 updates and regional funding policies, strategies, or programs.
· Recommendations to the State Legislature and state committees and commissions established by the Legislature on transportation policy, budget, priorities, legislative proposals, and studies.
· Recommendations to the federal delegation on federal legislation including reauthorization and funding priorities and other transportation-related programs.

The Metro Transit Department continues to serve as the designated lead agency for each forum. King County is not required to pay dues but covers the costs of staff support, subject to appropriations. If King County finds itself unable to support the staff costs and other parties do not want to modify the respective agreement, King County would have the option of withdrawing its membership.

Per the fiscal note, dues payments are used for facility rental, refreshments, and other meeting expenses, and for services that support the boards’ activities, such as public education and supplies. King County staffing costs are included in the Metro budget.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Ordinance 19861] 


The revenues come from dues of $100 per year per voting member. Dues were not collected during the pandemic. SeaShore and SCATBd would resume paying dues under the proposed agreements, with $1,200 collected per year from SeaShore and $6,000 per year from SCATBd. ETP would not pay dues during the term of this agreement, as it has a credit balance from previous paid dues.

The three area transportation boards provide forums for the County, cities, and other agencies to discuss transportation issues and build consensus. The proposed agreements, which are largely unchanged from the agreements that have been in effect since 2013, appear to accurately describe the boards’ responsibilities with respect to Metro policies and services. Recommendations made by the boards are not binding and the County has the option to withdraw from each forum at its own discretion.

LINKS

· Eastside Transportation Partnership: https://kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro/about/advisory-groups/transportation-boards/eastside.aspx  
· SeaShore Transportation Forum: https://kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro/about/advisory-groups/transportation-boards/seashore.aspx 
· South County Area Transportation Board: https://kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/metro/about/advisory-groups/transportation-boards/south-county.aspx  

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2025-0164 and attachments A, B, C
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Maps of Transportation Forum Geographic Areas
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