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March 28, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E


Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am transmitting to the King County Council an ordinance clarifying the powers and duties of emergency management in King County.  Specifically, this ordinance will identify the mission of the King County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) as the County’s coordinating entity for regional emergency planning, preparedness and response.  This legislation also updates changes in the delegation of emergency powers to the Department of Executive Services, as delineated under revisions to K.C.C. 2.56.
The mission of OEM is to “provide leadership and high quality services that improve the safety of the public of King County.”  This mission includes the dual functions of: 1) providing direct emergency support to King County departments and unincorporated King County and 2) working with regional partners to develop and implement countywide strategies for coordinated planning, response and recovery.  These dual responsibilities have sometimes led to confusion between OEM and emergency managers in partnering jurisdictions concerning the proper roles and responsibilities of each when planning for and/or responding to emergencies and disasters.  
The proposed ordinance clarifies this government’s regional role by including the responsibility to foster cooperative planning at all levels to enable a uniform and rational approach for mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery efforts.  This proposed legislation was developed in collaboration with emergency managers from partner jurisdictions throughout King County with the support of the Suburban Cities Association and the King County Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).  
Over the past decade, King County and our partnering communities have greatly improved our capabilities to plan for and respond to emergencies and disasters.  The attached ordinance will assist us in ensuring an efficient, coordinated and collaborative response to emergencies.
Toward that end, I urge your prompt consideration of this measure.    
Sincerely,
Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
Caroline Whalen, Chief Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services

    (DES)
Hillman Mitchell, Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES
