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Metropolitan King County Council
REGIONAL WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE

Revised Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.: 


	
	
	Name: 
	Elizabeth Mountsier

	Proposed Motion No.: 
	2008-0240

	
	Date:
	May 5, 2008

	
	


SUBJECT:  A motion establishing the 2008 work plan for the Regional Water Quality Committee of the King County Council.
ACTION TAKEN:  On April 30, 2008 the Regional Water Quality Committee took action to amend Proposed Motion 2008-0240 by making technical corrections to Attachment A regarding work plan items “Annual Rate and Capacity Charge” and “Monitoring of Component Agency Contract Extensions”.  The legislation as amended was given a unanimous “do pass” recommendation.
SUMMARY:  
The Regional Water Quality Committee is one of three committees formed when voters approved the merger of Metro (transit and wastewater treatment services) and King County.  The charter states:



“Each regional committee shall develop, review and recommend ordinances and motions adopting, repealing, or amending county-wide policies and plans relating to the subject matter area for which a regional committee has been established.  The regional policies committee may, by majority vote, request that the county council assign to the committee proposed policies and plans concerning other regional issues including but not limited to public health, human services, regional services financial policies, criminal justice and jails, and regional facilities siting.


The metropolitan county council shall assign each such proposed ordinance or motion to a regional committee for review.”
The Regional Water Quality Committee develops, reviews, and recommends countywide policies and plans for water quality and sewer service issues, long range capital facilities plans, rate policies and facilities siting to guide King County’s regional water quality responsibilities for consideration by the Metropolitan King County Council.  In 1999, the council, upon recommendations by the RWQC, adopted the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP), a plan to provide wastewater services to this region for the next 30 years.    Much of the committee’s work in recent years has focused on the implementation of the RWSP – by tracking progress made and adjusting policies as needed.

The Regional Water Quality Committee has adopted a work plan summary for the past several years to provide a guide to plan and policy reviews anticipated for the year and identify other topics or subjects for briefings and substantive discussion.
Although there are no major pieces of legislation anticipated to be transmitted by the Executive in 2008, the committee has identified its priorities for a work program.  These priorities were developed via briefings and correspondence.

The three primary areas of interest are:  1)  timely updates on Brightwater progress (and briefings by the Oversight Management Consultant)  as the project continues in the construction phase; 2)  review of the Reclaimed Water Feasibility Study (called for in the revisions to RWSP policies in 2006) and briefings by agencies planning for or using reclaimed water, along with the potential development of legislation providing direction for a Comprehensive Plan for Water Reuse; and 3) the Executive’s response to RWQC direction to report on public education coordination around stormwater pollution and other interests the committee may have regarding improving water quality, sediment management and related  efforts to restore the health of Puget Sound.   The committee is also expected to be interested in the Executive’s proposal for the 2009 sewer rate and capacity charge and the committee is contemplating an analysis or “audit” of how growth pays for growth.  

Per the format requested by the committee in past years, previous staff reports regarding committee interests and priorities were re-worked as a “work plan summary” to be adopted via Proposed Motion 2008-0240.    The explanation for each item is embodied in the work plan (and not repeated again in this staff report). 

In addition to the work plan summary, the committee also adopted at its March meeting an alternative meeting schedule for 2008 along with tentative agendas for those meetings.  The agenda plan has been already been updated to reflect that the committee now anticipates a tour of the Brightwater treatment plant site and review of the Brightwater Trend Report at its June meeting.  
2008-0240 Adoption of 2008 RWQC Work Program (4-30-08)sr.doc 
Page 1

_1045647326.doc


�












