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March 1, 2006
The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for County Council consideration are the Executive Recommended 2006 amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP) 2004.  This is an annual update of the KCCP as described in King County Code Chapter 20.18.030.  For this reason, there are no major policy amendments and no changes to the Urban Growth Area proposed at this time.

Development of the Plan and Public Involvement
The Four Creeks Unincorporated Area Council, the Greater Maple Valley Area Council, and the Upper Bear Creek Community Council were briefed on the proposed amendments in January 2006.  A public meeting was also held in Renton in January 2006.  Approximately 60 citizens attended these meetings.

The Public Review Draft was available on the Department of Development and Environmental Services website.  Comments were accepted at meetings, through the mail, and via e-mail.  A summary of the public involvement process is included in the transmittal package for your review.  

Policy Amendments
About twenty relatively minor policy and text amendments are proposed for the editorial purpose of changing existing references to the Flood Hazard Reduction Plan to be consistent with the terminology of the new Flood Hazard Management Plan.  No other policy amendments are proposed.  

Amendments to the King County Code
Proposed code amendments are technical or editorial in nature, including changes in terminology to be consistent wit the Critical Areas Ordinance.  Several new definitions are proposed, based on the King County Comprehensive Plan glossary.  Other proposed code amendments clarify the definition of recreational camps and the number of non-resident employees allowed for home occupations and home industries.

2006 Changes to the Arterial Functional Classification 2004
Arterial changes are proposed for four areas.  The cities of Federal Way and Kirkland have requested arterial changes in their Potential Annexation Areas, the Department of Transportation supports these changes.  The newly constructed approach to the Elliot Bridge is proposed for minor arterial status, and a technical correction to the arterial system in Lea Hill has been included in the proposed changes.
2006 Update of the Transportation Needs Report 2004
This marks the first time in a number of years when the Transportation Needs Report (TNR) is on the same transmittal schedule as the remainder of the Comprehensive Plan.  This year’s TNR is a technical update, mid-way between the four year cycle of major Comprehensive Plan updates.

In addition to deleting projects completed during the last two years, the TNR has incorporated new projects from the recently completed Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) plan, the Short-Span Bridge program, the Vulnerable Road Segment study, and the Small-Scale Operational projects program.

Supporting Documentation
Included with this letter are the following attachments:

· The ordinance adopting the 2006 amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan 2004;

· The ordinances adopting the Transportation Needs Report and changes to the Arterial Functional Classifications;

· Ordinances amending King County Code Titles 2 and 21A;

· Recommended policy and text amendments;

· The required Policy RP-307/RP-308 analysis;
· Public Involvement Summary;
· SEPA Threshold Determination and Environmental Checklist, and

· Fiscal and Regulatory Notes.

The Threshold determination in accordance wit the State Environmental Policy Act was made on February 22, 2006.  Comments are due on the Threshold Determination on March 13, 2006, in advance of any action by the King County Council.

If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services, at 206-296-6700, or Paul Reitenbach, Comprehensive Plan Project Manager, at 206-296-6705.

Thank you for your attention to these amendments.  I recommend that the County Council approve these amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan 2004.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Rick Bautista, Lead Staff, GMUA Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development & Environmental Services (DDES)


Paul Reitenbach, Comprehensive Plan Project Manager, DDES


Harold Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation


Karen Wolf, Executive Policy Advisor, King County Executive Office
