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September 19, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will enable King County to complete a transaction related to significant property interests in the Redmond Spur portion of the Woodinville Subdivision of the Eastside Rail Corridor (Corridor). The action contemplated in this transmittal will help ensure that a segment of the Corridor in the City of Redmond supports multiple public uses benefiting the residents of the region and serves as a valued asset of a growing community.
This ordinance is a significant step forward for King County and all of the parties to the 2009 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that set forth the region’s vision for sharing the Corridor to the benefit of residents of the region, a primary purpose of which was to ensure that the Corridor be developed and operated for the dual purposes of recreational trail and public transportation use while also preserving the Corridor for the reactivation of interstate freight service. 

This legislation advances the goals of the County’s Strategic Plan by encouraging vibrant, prosperous, and sustainable communities and safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment. This legislation advances the goals of the County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative by supporting ongoing public access for all people to the Corridor as a safe, clean, and quality outdoor space and facility that will serve the interests of the citizens of the region.
The enclosed ordinance provides the Council’s authorization to execute an Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement with the City of Redmond (Redmond). This agreement was developed to better align the Corridor property interests acquired by King County from the Port of Seattle (Port) in 2009 and by Redmond from the Port in 2010, in light of their respective roles regarding the Corridor. This agreement would shift the County’s Multipurpose Easement rights on the in-city portion of the Redmond Spur (from milepost 3.4 to 7.3) to Redmond, allow for Redmond to become the Interim Trail User for the in-city segment of the Spur, and extinguish a BNSF-issued license for the Wastewater Treatment Division’s NW Lake Sammamish Interceptor. In exchange, Redmond would grant Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) new utility easement rights in the Corridor, including a formal easement for the NW Lake Sammamish Interceptor; covenant to build a public trail on the Corridor; assume Interim Trail User duties; and abide by Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) covenants.
The contemplated transaction is consistent with the principles of dual use articulated in the 2009 MOU because the entire Spur would be preserved for the future restoration of interstate freight rail service, and because Sound Transit has already acquired substantial easement rights in the in-city segment of the Redmond Spur, which rights would be senior to the new rights granted to King County. Please see the enclosed Intergovernmental Land Transfer Agreement between King County and Redmond for the specific terms of the agreement. 
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County to align its property interests in the Corridor in a way that will allow strategic expansion of our regional transportation system, including rail and trail uses, and sustain the long-term, efficient delivery of utility services over a wide stretch of suburban King County. I urge the Council to enact this legislation and look forward to working with you to realize its benefits.

If you would like more information on these ordinances, please contact Bob Burns, Deputy Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-263-6296.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive
Enclosures 
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County

    Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services

Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Bob Burns, Deputy Director, DNRP

