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	KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

2014 (FY 2015) FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA



King County’s top federal priorities represent a commitment to meeting the most critical needs of its residents despite ongoing challenges. These priorities protect essential functions and infrastructure, continue our many areas of innovation, and make King County a thriving hub of economic development and job creation. King County’s Strategic Plan is the foundation for these federal goals and objectives.

Justice and Safety: Support safe communities and accessible justice systems for all.

Youth:  King County seeks resources to protect and support our children through tools like Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants, and Juvenile Connections and Mentoring like the LEAP program.  
Immigration Reform:  King County is home to thousands of immigrants whose work benefits our cities, county and state. We believe that comprehensive immigration reform will both improve the safety and security of our nation and provide a clear path to citizenship for hard-working immigrants who already contribute to our communities and our economy.
Coordinating Levels of Government:  To enhance public safety we support changes to federal policy that allow banks to work with state licensed marijuana businesses, such as H.R. 2652, The Marijuana Business Access to Banking Act of 2013. Under current law, banks are prohibited from working with these businesses, which means they will be dealing in cash transactions, increasing risk of theft and creating other regulatory challenges.  

Health and Human Potential: Provide equitable opportunities for all individuals to realize their full potential. 
Affordable Care Act and Public Health and Prevention Fund:  It is a priority of King County to ensure the enrollment of all residents who are newly eligible for health coverage. Implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) provides an opportunity to enroll approximately 180,000 uninsured King County residents in free or low-cost health insurance. Additionally, the County supports the activities funded by the Public Health and Prevention Fund, which advances the overall health of King County residents.  

Mental Health:  Today, institutions that have over 16 beds dedicated to serving people impacted by mental illness or drug addiction are excluded from Medicaid payment. Revising that exclusion to allow treatment for individuals who stay less than 30 days will increase access for patients that need short-term access to psychiatric or detoxification services. 
Nutrition: King county supports a Farm Bill that protects against hunger by ensuring adequate resources for federal nutrition assistance programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and the Women, Infants, and children (WIC) nutrition program, and SNAP-ED which provides funding for nutrition education for low income schools.

Housing: King County is a recognized leader in cooperative efforts to end homelessness and strongly supports services critical to maintaining housing stability and preventing homelessness, including HOME Investments, which allow the County to leverage private dollars in the community. 

Equity: King County supports equal and fair pay for all working people and specific efforts and actions to reduce gender pay disparity.
Economic Growth and Built Environment: Encourage a growing and diverse King County economy and vibrant, thriving and sustainable communities.

· Transportation: The County strongly supports maintaining existing federal funding streams for transportation. 
· Resources for robust multimodal programs and infrastructure through both directly distributed and competitive federal funds are critical to the economic growth and community livability of the County.

· The County continues its commitment to and support for funding to preserve aging roadway and bridge infrastructure, as well as maintain existing transit mobility while growing bus rapid transit systems. 

· The County continues its commitment to complete the Eastside Rail Corridor in partnership with other regional stakeholders.

Airport: The King County International Airport, or Boeing Field, is one of the busiest primary, non-hub airports in the nation. It is part of the Boeing Company’s 737 aircraft flight test program and other Boeing operations. The airport is in need of several key facility improvements including a new Air Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) station, and resources for a new airport master plan, which serves as the long term strategic planning document to guide airport growth and development. King County strongly supports maintaining the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program, which will provide funds for these activities. 

Levees:  We continue to seek a holistic approach to floodplain mapping and to levee vegetation and maintenance. We support adoption of a System Wide Improvement Framework (SWIF) that allows jurisdictions to develop a long-term plan for levee stability and public safety while taking into account regional differences.

Other Local Projects:  

· Chittenden Locks – The Hiram M. Chittenden Locks maintain the water level of the fresh water Lake Washington and Lake Union at 20 to 22 feet above sea level and are an essential navigation link to the Puget Sound. The locks are vital to commerce in the region as they are heavily used by commercial and recreational vessels and are a major tourist attraction. The locks are in critical need of replacement of the 100 year old gate valves as well as a study of a permanent solution to prevent adult salmon from being caught in the diffuser well of the fish ladder. 

· North Lake Washington Channel – The Navigation Channel is in need of maintenance, as barging operations serving a concrete and asphalt plant, commercial seaplane operations on the south side of the Channel and nearby water-dependent businesses are being affected by the diminished lake depth due to sediment deposition.  The most recent maintenance was conducted in 1997, and the County supports funding for an environmental assessment to assess potential water quality and habitat impacts from proposed maintenance actions. 
Environmental Sustainability: Safeguard and enhance King County’s natural resources and environment.

Clean Water & Puget Sound:   We support responsible and innovative stewardship of our watersheds, the Puget Sound, and our other natural resources. We support conservation of key lands that would protect important resources including roadless areas, old-growth forest, salmon habitat, trails, river access, and scenic vistas.  In collaboration with our partners, we support an approach to the Lower Duwamish Waterway cleanup that reduces human health risks as quickly as possible while minimizing construction impacts on local neighborhoods, human health, and economic development. 
Coal Export:  We request that the Department of the Interior examine new and expanded coal leases in the Powder River basin including a review of federal coal leasing practices involving an analysis of appropriate pricing for coal leases and a comprehensive review of the greenhouse gas and other air quality effects of continued and expanded coal leasing.

Contact: Genesee Adkins 206-790-9168 or Carolyn Busch 206-321-3913
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