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SUBJECT

An overview of the selection process for the King County Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL) Advisory Board and the King County Veterans Advisory Board (as the Veterans Committee of the VSHSL Advisory Board).

SUMMARY

The King County Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL) was approved by King County voters in November 2017.  In September 2018, the King County Council passed Ordinance 18792 and established a new VSHSL Advisory Board to oversee and advise the County on the VSHSL. The VSHSL Advisory Board has three Committees: (1) the Veterans Committee; (2) The Seniors Committee; and, (3) The Vulnerable Populations Committee. The members of the VSHSL Advisory Board’s Veterans Committee also constitute the King County’s state-required Veterans Advisory Board.  Today’s briefing will update members on the next steps for the VSHSL Advisory Board and provide the committee members with a synopsis of steps taken thus far.  

BACKGROUND 

VHSL1 and VHSL2  In November 2005 Ordinance 15279 placed the first Veterans and Human Services Levy (2006-2011 “VHSL1”) for programming to assist veterans, military servicemembers and individuals and families in need before the voters on the general election ballot. Ordinance 15279 also provided for two citizen oversight boards to oversee and report on the expenditures of levy proceeds. The voters approved the levy, and thus the creation of both boards. The Veterans Citizen Oversight Board (VCOB) was created to oversee funds for veterans and military servicemembers and their respective families. The Regional Human Services Citizen Oversight Board (RHSCOB) was created to oversee funds for a wide range of low-income people in need of such services. In August 2011, King County voters voted to pass a renewal of the VHSL (2012-2017 “VHSL2”) via Ordinance 17072, and consequently also approved a continuation of the two boards.

King County Veterans Program (KCVP) & Veterans Advisory Board  In addition to the VHSL’s Veterans Citizen Oversight Board, which was required by Ordinance 17072, RCW 73.08.035 requires counties in Washington to maintain a veteran’s advisory board to oversee each county’s state-mandated veterans assistance program.[footnoteRef:1] King County’s existing veteran’s assistance program is the King County Veterans Program.[footnoteRef:2] Under the VHSL, the King County’s Veterans Advisory Board (VAB) fulfilled the duties of the state-mandated veteran’s advisory board. [1:  Dating back to the late 19th century, Washington has required in various forms that counties maintain a program to assist indigent veterans. RCW 73.08 is the current embodiment of this requirement.  Under the VHSL, King County’s Veterans Advisory Board (VAB) existed to fulfill the duties of the state-mandated veteran’s advisory board; although it was not constituted in accordance with state law. The VAB was created in 1991, prior to the adoption of RCW 73.08.035.]  [2:  The King County Veterans Program (KCVP) has served low-income, homeless, disabled, at-risk veterans and their families since the 1950s. The KCVP is mandated by state law. ] 


VSHSL and VSHSL Governance Plan  Ordinance 18555 placed before the voters a proposition to provide regional health and human services to residents of King County by replacing the VHSL2, which expired at the end of 2017, with a new six-year levy, the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL). Ordinance 18555 further required the Executive to develop and transmit for Council review and adoption a governance plan for the VSHSL, which would provide for the creation, composition and duties of a board or boards to provide oversight of the expenditure of levy proceeds.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  In addition to requiring the transmittal of the VSHSL Governance Plan, Ordinance 18555 listed the following requirements of the Governance Plan: (1) the creation of the board or boards shall be contingent upon voter approval of the VSHSL, (2) the board or boards shall be charged to oversee the distribution of VSHSL proceeds, (3) the board or boards shall report annually to the Executive and Council on the fiscal and performance management of the VSHSL, and (4) the plan may describe additional matters on which the board or boards are empowered to provide advice to the Executive and Council. (p. 2 VSHSL Governance Plan)] 


The VSHSL Governance Plan was adopted by the Council with Ordinance 18722. The VSHSL Governance Plan proposed the creation of one advisory board to oversee the distribution of VSHSL proceeds for all three of the levy’s priority populations (Veterans, Seniors and Vulnerable Populations), as well as the distribution of technical assistance and capacity building funds. The Plan therefore proposed departing from the VHSL’s structure of separate boards to oversee spending on each of the levy’s priority populations. 

Establishment of VSHSL Advisory Board  In September 2018, following the passage of the renewal and expansion of the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services Levy (VSHSL), King County passed Ordinance 18792 and established a new VSHSL Advisory Board to oversee and advise the County on the VSHSL. The VSHSL Advisory Board has three Committees: (1) the Veterans Committee (2) The Seniors Committee and (3) The Vulnerable Populations Committee. The members of the VSHSL Advisory Board’s Veterans Committee also constitute the entirety of the King County’s state-required Veterans Advisory Board.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The King County Veterans Program (KCVP) has served low-income, homeless, disabled and at-risk veterans and their families since the 1950s. The KCVP is mandated by state law and is funded by King County taxpayers. Dating back to the late 19th Century, Washington has required in various forms that counties maintain a program to assist indigent veterans. Chapter 73.08 RCW is the current embodiment of this requirement and RCW 73.08.080 requires the legislative authority in each county to create a veterans’ assistance fund that is funded through a property tax of their respective counties.] 


Advisory Board Composition The Advisory Board will consist of 30 members, organized in three ten-member committees: (1) the Veterans Committee, (2) the Seniors Committee and (3) the Vulnerable Populations Committee. Initial board members on all committees will serve three-year terms, with the exception of seven members from each committee who shall be appointed to initial terms of two years. Subsequent appointments will all serve three year terms. According to the Executive, the Board is expected to hold its first meeting in early 2019.

There are three Committees of the VSHSL Advisory Board: 

1. Veterans Committee: The members of the VSHSL Advisory Board’s Veterans Committee also constitute the King County’s state-required Veterans Advisory Board. All members of the committee must be veterans as defined by statute.[footnoteRef:5] A majority of the committee’s members must be members from nationally recognized veterans service organizations. [5:  Under RCW 73.08.005(5) (a) (5)(a) "Veteran" means: (i) A person who served in the active military, naval, or air service; a member of the women's air forces service pilots during World War II; a United States documented merchant mariner with service aboard an oceangoing vessel operated by the war shipping administration; the office of defense transportation, or their agents, from December 7, 1941, through December 31, 1946; or a civil service crewmember with service aboard a United States army transport service or United States naval transportation service vessel in oceangoing service from December 7, 1941, through December 31, 1946, who meets one of the following criteria: (A) Served on active duty for at least one hundred eighty days and who was released with an honorable discharge; (B) Received an honorable or general under honorable characterization of service with a medical reason for separation for a condition listed as non-existed prior to service, regardless of number of days served; or (C) Received an honorable discharge and has received a rating for a service connected disability from the United States department of veterans affairs regardless of number of days served; (ii) A current member honorably serving in the armed forces reserve or national guard who has been activated by presidential call up for purposes other than training; (iii) A former member of the armed forces reserve or national guard who has fulfilled his or her initial military service obligation and was released with an honorable discharge; (iv) A former member of the armed forces reserve or national guard who does not have over one hundred seventy-nine days of active duty service, but meets the federal definition of a veteran having completed twenty years of service.] 

2. Seniors Committee: The Seniors Committee is comprised of seniors, caregivers of seniors, or other community members with relevant expertise or experience serving seniors or their caregivers. A majority of the committee’s members must be 55 or older.
3. Vulnerable Populations Committee: The Vulnerable Populations Committee is comprised of individuals who are members of a vulnerable population or other community members with relevant expertise or experience serving vulnerable populations. King County Ordinance 18555 defines vulnerable populations as persons or communities that are susceptible to reduced health, housing, financial or social stability outcomes because of current experience of or historical exposure to trauma, violence, poverty, isolation, bias, racism, stigma, discrimination, disability or chronic illness.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ordinance 18555 defines “vulnerable populations” for the purposes of the VSHSL as persons or communities that are susceptible to reduced health, housing, financial, or social stability outcomes because of current experience of or historical exposure to trauma, violence, poverty, isolation, bias, racism, stigma, discrimination, disability or chronic illness. Examples of vulnerable populations include, but are not limited to survivors of domestic violence; survivors of sexual assault; survivors of human trafficking, including labor trafficking and sex trafficking; survivors of commercial sexual exploitation; persons who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or intersex; persons with a disability; family caregivers for persons with a disability; African Americans and other persons of color who have been disproportionately impacted by policies and practices resulting in housing instability or housing insecurity; immigrants and refugees; low-income residents of rural communities; persons living in poverty; persons at risk of or experiencing homelessness; youth involved in the child welfare system, including youth in the foster care system, and young adult alumni of the child welfare system; minors who have been separated from both parents and other relatives and are not being cared for by an adult who, by law or custom, is responsible for doing so; persons reentering society from criminal justice system involvement; and persons at risk of criminal justice system involvement due to disproportionate practices of enforcement, mental illness or substance use disorders.] 



Selection of Board Members The King County Executive appoints board members and they are subject to Council confirmation. The King County Council, City of Seattle, and the Seattle-King County Advisory Council for Aging and Disability Services, and the Sound Cities Association nominate board members. Table 1 shows the nominating entities and the number of board members each shall nominate. The Council amended and adopted Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2018-0297.2 to assign board committee positions for council nominations for appointments of persons to serve on each of the board’s initial committees and allows for Council to pass a motion to rotate available council-nominated board committee positions when at least one council nominated position on all the board’s committees becomes available.

Table 1: VSHSL Board Members by Nominating Entity

	
	Veterans Committee
	Seniors Committee
	Vulnerable Populations Committee

	King County Council District 1
	1
	
	1

	King County Council District 2
	1
	
	1

	King County Council District 3
	1
	1
	

	King County Council District 4
	
	1
	1

	King County Council District 5
	
	1
	1

	King County Council District 6
	
	1
	1

	King County Council District 7
	1
	1
	

	King County Council District 8
	1
	1
	

	King County Council District 9
	1
	
	1

	King County Executive
	2
	
	2

	City of Seattle
	1
	1
	1

	Seattle-King County Advisory Council for Aging and Disability Services
	
	2
	

	Sound Cities Association
	1
	1
	1

	Total
	10
	10
	10



Terms As noted above, seven of the members of each committee of the initial board shall serve an initial partial term of two years and three of the members of each committee of the initial board shall serve a full term of three years. Board members may serve no more than one additional full three-year term after completing their first term, whether the first term is a partial or full term.

INVITED

· Scarlett Aldebot-Green, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)
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