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February 10, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will authorize King County to enter into a 30-year use agreement with the Kent Youth Soccer Association (KYSA) for continued priority use of the Petrovitsky Park soccer fields. KYSA is the formal representative for public youth soccer, serving the area around Petrovitsky Park, and as such has been the priority user of the Petrovitsky soccer fields. The KYSA is working with the King County Parks and Recreation Division via the Community Partnerships and Grants Program (CPG) on a major redevelopment project that will convert the two soccer fields to high-capacity, synthetic surfaces.
King County Ordinance number 14509 authorized the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks to create new public recreational opportunities by empowering user groups, sports associations, and community organizations to develop, operate, maintain, and program mutually agreed upon capital improvements for public recreation facilities on King County land, and thereby address regional and/or rural recreation needs without incurring new tax funded operations and maintenance costs. In recognition that KYSA has invested substantial volunteer hours, in-kind donations, and funds to design, develop, and construct improvements to the site, KYSA would continue to have priority user status of Petrovitsky Soccer Fields. 
The proposed conversion of the two soccer fields to a synthetic surface at Petrovitsky Park in partnership with KYSA furthers the guiding principles of the King County Strategic Plan, which call for working collaboratively with community partners and promoting opportunities for all people in King County.  The children and youth that use the field predominantly come from the Kent School District, where almost half (47%) of the students receive free and reduced lunch and over 130 languages are spoken, with 14% of the students English Language Learners.  The racial diversity of the students enrolled in Kent Schools is 43.9% Caucasian, 11.9% African American, 16.7% Asian, 17.4% Hispanic, 18% Asian/Pacific-Islander, 7% multi-racial, and .8% American Indian. The conversion of the soccer fields coupled with King County Parks’ partnership with KYSA will provide more recreational opportunities to the children and youth of this community.

KYSA has worked very hard over the last couple of years to make its dream of improving Petrovitsky Park soccer fields a reality. The conversion to synthetic surfaces will increase capacity, improve safety, and reduce ongoing maintenance costs. The total estimated market cost of the synthetic improvement project is $2.1 million. King County will provide a 2012 CPG grant in the amount of $250,000 towards the project. KYSA will cover the majority of the costs through a combination of additional grants, in-kind services, donations, and cash. KYSA has already secured an $850,000 grant from the State of Washington and a $300,000 grant from the Washington State Youth Soccer Association and has negotiated significant consideration from designers and contractors.
Thank you for your consideration of this proposed ordinance.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-296-8631. 
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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