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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance (PO) 2020-0234 would rename Preston Athletic Fields, Preston Park, and Preston Mill to "the Jim Ellis Memorial Regional Park."

BACKGROUND

Jim Ellis

James "Jim" Reed Ellis was born on August 5, 1921 in Oakland California, and moved with his family to the Lakewood neighborhood of Seattle shortly thereafter. 

Following his graduation the University of Washington School of Law in 1948, Ellis became a member of the Municipal League, a progressive reform organization in Seattle. He spearheaded the drafting of a new King County charter meant to reduce patronage and corruption by replacing the partisan Board of County Commissioners with a nonpartisan county council and appointed administrator. The measure failed with King County voters.

After this defeat, Ellis turned his attention to creating a region-wide federation of municipalities to address the many regional problems facing King County, and in 1958, King County voters approved the formation of the Municipality of Metropolitan Seattle, or "Metro," for short. In this initial incarnation, Metro was focused solely on sewage and water quality issues. Because of his leadership in creating this organization, Ellis became known as the "Father of Metro."

Throughout the 1960s, Jim Ellis set out to initiate more public works programs through the "Forward Thrust" initiatives. These bond measures, approved in 1968, included construction of the Kingdome, the Seattle aquarium, 25 swimming pools, development of new parks and trails, including the Gas Works Park and the Burke-Gilman trail, and bonds to improve the Woodland Park Zoo and Sea-Tac Airport. To Ellis' disappointment, other Forward Thrust measures, which would have developed a rapid transit system larger than Sound Transit's current proposal, were defeated at the polls.

Later in life, Ellis continued his civic work by helping to win passage of a $50 million bond measure to preserve farmland, serving on the board of directors for the Washington State Convention and Trade Center, and serving as chairman for the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://historylink.org/File/7833] 


Mr. Ellis passed away on October 22, 2019, at the age of 98.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/10/23/puget-sound-region-civic-leader-jim-ellis-dies-at.html] 


Preston Park Complex

Preston Athletic Fields, Preston Park, and Preston Mill occupy roughly 38 acres in three non-contiguous areas near the town of Preston, just north of I-90 between Issaquah and Snoqualmie.

Figure 1: Location of Preston Park Complex
[image: ]

Preston Mill is the site of a former logging operation, and Jim Ellis made a donation that will help King County Parks complete an interpretive project about the site's past.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://mtsgreenway.org/blog/next-step-forward-for-preston-mill-park/] 


ANALYSIS

The proposed ordinance would rename Preston Athletic Fields, Preston Park, and Preston Mill to "the Jim Ellis Memorial Regional Park."

Council policy and legal staff have reviewed the subject legislation and have not identified any issues.



AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 would make a technical correction to the name of the agency Jim Ellis is credited as the "father" of. 

INVITED

· Warren Jimenez, Parks Division Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2020-0234
2. Amendment 1 (Technical Amendment)
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note
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