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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Andy Micklow

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0216
	Date:
	September 4, 2024



SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Enumclaw Water System Plan dated February 2024.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0216 would approve the City of Enumclaw Water System Plan dated February 2024, meeting the requirement for a water utility to provide water service in unincorporated King County.  The County's Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) found that the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24.

BACKGROUND 

[bookmark: _Hlk64374122]The City of Enumclaw (City) is located southeast of Seattle on a plateau between the White and Green Rivers in Council District 9. The City acquired its water system from Weyerhaeuser in 1923. The City's water system service area covers approximately 37.3 square miles, with 5.3 square miles within the City's municipal boundaries and approximately 32 square miles in unincorporated King County. 

The previous water system plan update was approved in 2014 by King County Ordinance 17743.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria.  King County Code (K.C.C.) Chapter 13.24 requires the UTRC to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing, and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district's ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF ENUMCLAW WATER SYSTEM PLAN DATED FEBRUARY 2024

The UTRC finalized its review of the City of Enumclaw's Water System Plan (Plan) in March 2024 (see Attachment 4 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found that the Plan meets the requirements of K.C.C. chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area. The City's water system service area covers approximately 37.3 square miles, with 5.3 square miles within the City's municipal boundaries and approximately 32 square miles in unincorporated King County. As of 2021, the water system had 6,252 water service connections. Most of these connections, 4,460, are within the City's municipal limits, and the remaining 1,792 connections are in unincorporated King County.

Supply. The City's water system includes six groundwater supply facilities, an emergency intertie to Tacoma Water, four operating reservoirs, three pressure-reducing stations, seven booster pump stations, and approximately 145 miles of water main.

The City's water source comes from two springs sites, four well sites, and an emergency surface water source via an intertie with Tacoma Water. The two spring sites provide a year-round water supply. One of the four wells provides year-round water supply, while three provide a seasonal supply.

The UTRC determined that the Plan demonstrates the ability of the City of Enumclaw to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth. The Plan utilizes the growth targets in the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies for the water systems growth projections.

The City of Enumclaw Water System Plan demonstrates that the City is able to accommodate both the growth in population and demand within its service area. 

System Improvements. The Capital Improvement Program includes approximately $21 million of work through 2034, with an additional $15 million planned beyond the 10-year planning period. The improvements include storage and source improvements, booster station pump improvements, distribution system improvements, and pressure zone improvements. The Financial Program's estimated revenues show that the City is sufficiently able to fund the high-priority projects in its CIP program over the 10-year planning cycle through its revenue sources. The other projects scheduled over the next ten years may be implemented through other funding sources.

SEPA. The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a Determination of Nonsignificance for the issuance of the Plan on September 6, 2023. There were no appeals.

INVITED

· Dan Cardwell, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2024-0216 (and its attachment)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. UTRC Matrix
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