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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0455 would approve the City of Auburn’s 2009 Comprehensive Sewer Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of wastewater utility comprehensive plans is required by County code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0455 furthers the Council’s Environmental Sustainability Priority by providing support for water quality through effective management of wastewater.
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all wastewater system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan
· reflects current supply and demand
· forecasts future supply and demand
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF AUBURN’S 2009 COMPREHENSIVE SEWER PLAN 
The UTRC reviewed the Plan in May of 2010, and found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area  The City of Auburn’s sewer service area corresponds largely with the boundaries of the City, bounded by the City of Kent to the north, the cities of Algona and Pacific, the Lakehaven Utility District, and unincorporated King County to the west, primarily the border with Pierce County to the south, with an extension beyond the Pierce County border in the southwest corner, and unincorporated King County and the City of Kent sewer service area to the east.  The City is proposing to extend service to a small area of unincorporated King County located west of Algona which abuts the existing service area. 
Facilities  The City’s wastewater collection system is divided geographically into five major sewer basins, including the Valley, West Hill, Lea Hill, Auburn Way South, and South Hill basins.  The City’s system consists of 16 pump stations, 4,330 manholes, and approximately 210 miles of sewers and force mains.  The wastewater flow is conveyed to the King County Regional Wastewater System for treatment and disposal. 
Growth  The City anticipates the residential population served to grow from 49,894 in 2007 to approximately 70,440 by 2028.  As noted, the only service extension proposed is to a small area of unincorporated King County west of Algona.  The city’s interceptor and collection system has experienced only limited change from the system presented in the 2001 Sewer Plan.  Of note, a sewer main has been constructed in the South Hill Basin, and the Auburn Way South sewer trunk line has been replaced with larger pipes.  A hydraulic analysis of the system indicated no need for capacity-related capital projects.  Primary focus of the capital budget in the planning period is toward system improvement.
System Improvements  An economic life analysis of the City’s wastewater collection system was undertaken to identify needed capital projects for sewer pipe.  The results of the analysis indicate, due largely to the relatively young age of the wastewater collection system, that only six rehabilitation/replacement projects are recommended in the 20-year planning period, addressing approximately 2300 feet of sewer pipe.  A pump station condition assessment was conducted, identifying numerous recommended improvements, including replacement of two pump stations.  A system hydraulic capacity analysis resulted in a recommendation to observe 14 pipes for surcharging patterns, with more formal flow monitoring to follow if indicated.  The City is cooperating with the county to investigate the origins and magnitude of infiltration and inflows from different portions of its service area, using a multiyear series of tests and metering of wastewater flows in the City’s system.  The Capital Improvement Program includes a number of priority projects, such as upgrade of the telemetry system to control system components, general repair and replacement as needed, repair and replacement associated with city arterial transportation projects, pump station replacement, and installation of backup power generators.

SEPA  On September 17, 2009, the City issued a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  The Plan has been reviewed by the state Department of Ecology.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0455, with the attached City of Auburn’s 2009 Comprehensive Sewer Plan
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