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September 7, 2016
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

Enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration is a proposed ordinance concerning the vacation of portions of the S 356th Street right-of-way, also known as 16th Street, and the 55th Place S right-of-way, also known as Texas Avenue, located westerly of the City of Algona, in unincorporated King County. 
After introduction and referral to the King County Hearing Examiner, the proposed ordinance will be available for review and comment in conjunction with the required public hearing on the proposed road vacation recommendation by the Department of Transportation’s Road Services Division (Roads). The procedure for vacation of the subject portion of right-of-way is in accordance with King County Code (KCC) 14.40 and the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Chapter 36.87, which establishes the right of abutting property owners to petition a county legislative body for the vacation of road rights-of-way. 
Adoption of the ordinance will convert the public rights-of-way to the private use and ownership of the petitioner, Highland Pacific Housing Group LLC, who is the abutting landowner. The petitioner is seeking to vacate those portions of unopened rights-of-way for the purpose of expanding a proposed public storm-water drainage pond being constructed under approved Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER) permits L06CG4110/ L06RW031. This area will then be converted to a drainage tract in the preliminary Plat of Pepper Hill Estates.

Roads did not notify our standard stakeholders for review. The needs of the agencies and utility companies serving the area were reviewed by DPER under Special Use Permit SUPS15-0143, and the preliminary Plat of Pepper Hill Estates, pending approval, records of King County, Washington. Roads was advised that no easements were needed at this time.  

Roads attempts to identify and address potential issues related to the proposed vacation through the investigation of the petition prior to making its recommendation. Upon completion of the investigation of the vacation petition filed with the King County Council, Roads considers the subject right-of-way unnecessary as part of the County road system and believes the public would benefit by the return of this unused area to the public tax rolls. This aligns with the County’s Strategic Plan of supporting the built environment by meeting the growing need for transportation services and facilities throughout the County.       

After introduction of the ordinance and the establishment of a public hearing date by the Hearing Examiner, a notice of the public hearing is posted on-site of the road vacation. It is not unusual for opponents to appear at the public hearing or make their opposition known to Roads before the hearing as a result of seeing the notice. Late opposition to a proposed road vacation is investigated, and the results are included in the documentation and testimony provided to the Hearing Examiner. The Hearing Examiner will incorporate late opposition arguments into final recommendations to the King County Council. Recommendations of both Roads and the Hearing Examiner can be appealed to the King County Council per KCC 14.40.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. The unnecessary road right-of-way would remain as a public right-of-way if the proposed ordinance is not adopted. In accordance with KCC 14.40.020, the petitioner has paid $11,447.59 as compensation. If the ordinance is not passed, the petition will, in effect, be denied and funds must be returned.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Rick Brater, P.E., County Road Engineer, at 206-477-3601.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine 

King County Executive
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