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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6
DATE:  June 4, 2007
BRIEFING NO:  2007-B0127
PREPARED BY:  Chuck Williams, Tom Bristow
SUBJECT:  2007 Washington State Legislative Wrap Up
SUMMARY:  King County Council Motion 2007-0030 authorized the Governmental Relations Staff to implement the King County State Legislative Agenda.  The agenda is attached to this staff report along with the results (results are in BOLD TYPE after each item) for King County 2007 State Legislative Agenda (Attachment #1) and the King County 2006 Statement of Policy Positions (Attachment #2), and a List of all Bills Passed in the 2007 State Legislative Session (Attachment #3).
Overview

The 2007 Washington Legislative Session began on January 8, 2007, and completed its work on April 22, 2007.  The Governor took her final action on legislation on May 15, 2007.
The session started with a budget surplus of around $1.9 billion including the ending balance, growth of revenues, and reserve accounts.  The Legislature and Governor adopted a budget of $29.6241 billion, leaving an ending balance and Rainy Day Fund totaling $724 million.  The major budget issue identified early by the Governor and the Legislature was Education. The main focus was on K-12 Education, but Higher Education was in that focus as well.  
King County had a very good year as summarized below:

· $10 million per year of new funding for Public Health, King County will receive $2.183 million annually
· Child Health Care coverage, an increase of 38,500 children
· Increases in mental health state-only funding, provider rates, and mental health worker salaries 
· Allow council authority to enact a $20 car tab for transportation projects, about one-half of this money would go to cities if an agreement can be developed
· Passenger Only Ferry legislation and funding, state funding for 2007-08, $8.5 million in capital for new equipment
· $130 million for Housing Trusts Fund 

· $4 million plus for affordable housing from an $8 document recording fee increase
· Environmental energy legislation 

· Climate Change legislation 

· SB-6117, Reclaimed water legislation 

· Offender re-entry legislation 

· Park Development for White Center Heights Park $500,000
· Creation of the Puget Sound Partnership to prioritize Puget Sound Clean-Up
 ATTENDING:  Chuck Williams, Tom Bristow, Ryan Bayne, Karen Freeman, Nori Catabay
ATTACHMENTS:
1. King County’s 2007 State Legislative Agenda Wrap-up
2. King County 2006 Statement of Policy Positions Wrap-up
3. List of all Bills Passed in the 2007 State Legislative Session
