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March 8, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

The enclosed proposed ordinance would authorize the King County Executive to enter into a sewage disposal agreement with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe.  The agreement would be similar in form to the sewage disposal agreements that King County has with 34 cities, special districts and other entities with some minor modifications that reflect the tribe’s unique legal and operational status.

The Muckleshoot reservation currently receives sewage disposal service from the City of Auburn through a connection to an existing Auburn sewer line.  Auburn is, in turn, served by King County.  The Tribe and the City are jointly constructing a new trunk sewer that will connect directly to a County trunk sewer.  Both of those parties now desire that the Tribe enter into a direct service relationship with the County.  

The original service relationship between Auburn and the Tribe developed in the 1990s.  At that time, the County and City worked cooperatively with the Indian health Service (IHS) and the Tribe to provide sewer service to approximately 170 homes on the reservation outside of Auburn’s city limits.  These homes had failing septic tanks so the IHS financed sewers and a conveyance line that connects to an Auburn sewer line.  Since that time, the Tribe has constructed some additional facilities, which are served through this connection, and an amphitheater, which is not.  (Sewage from the amphitheater is collected in holding tanks and trucked to the County’s South Treatment Plant in Renton.) 

The existing connection to Auburn has limited capacity so the City and Tribe are jointly constructing a new sewer line that will connect directly to the County system and provide the Tribe with greater capacity. Because Auburn will no longer be “wheeling” sewage for the Tribe, the City no longer believes the existing agreement arranged is suitable.  In addition, the City’s 

initial willingness to provide service to the portion of the reservation outside of the City was based on the public health issues that the IHS was attempting to address.  Auburn does not believe that it is the appropriate provider of sewer service on the reservation beyond that initial scope. 

This proposed sewage disposal agreement would help ensure public health and water quality protection on the Muckleshoot reservation.  The agreement includes a waiver of the sovereign immunity that federally recognized Indian tribes characteristically possess.  The Tribe is thereby accepting the jurisdiction of state courts in matters relating to the enforcement of this agreement.

I look forward to working with you as you consider the enclosed proposed ordinance.  If you have any questions feel free to contact Bob Hirsch, Government Relations Administrator in the Wastewater Treatment Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, 

at 206-684-1226.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



   
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

John Amos, Budget Supervisor, OMB

Darcia Thurman, Budget Analyst, OMB

Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Don Theiler, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD), DNRP

Bob Hirsch, Government Relations Administrator, WTD, DNRP

